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T H E E N D O F T H E TABORITES A N D T H E T A N G I B L E 
D I A L E C T I C S O F T H E B O H E M I A N R E F O R M A T I O N 

Robert Kalivoda 

In connection with Amedeo Molnar's study of the Taborite Friedrich von Strážnice 
[see Bohemia 28/1 (1987): 173-75], the author sketches here the picture of a Hussite 
leader who had gained the chance to build an enduring hegemony of the Hussite 
majority in Bohemia during the phase of consolidation which foUowed the battle at 
Lipany. This hegemony would have gained the Taborites a suitable place in post-
Hussite Bohemia as well as helped the Roman Catholic minority, in view of their asso-
ciation with the victorious Hussites, move further and further away from Róme. The 
chance was lost because the two Hussite parties were unable to agree on a joint candi-
date to succeed King Sigismund. While the Podiebrad party wanted a Bohemian 
Hussite ruler, those in the Taborite camp pursued an already illusory Polish alter
native. According to the author, not the military, but the political factor decided the 
downfall of the Taborites. 

I U S T I T I A A N D § 19 

Lothar Hölbelt 

Under pressure from the German Bohemians, the so-called Sprachenzwangsverbot 
for public schools was added to the Constitution of 1867, along with the right to main-
tenance of nationality and the equality of all customary languages in school, office and 
public life. In legal practice, however, no Empire-wide consistent standard as concer-
ned the language question dcvcloped. While the Administrative Court (Verwaltungs
gericht) authorized only one language, the Imperial Court (Reichsgericht) declared 
both Czech and German to be customary languages throughout the Crownland of 
Bohemia. The author's interpretation is that precisely this legal Situation prohibits any 
fundamental cřitique of the old Austrian language practice. In view of its basic 
dilemmna - here, the protection of minorities against assimilationist tendencies, 
there, the lack of bilinguality - all historical value judgements can, in the end, only be 
ambivalent. 

A C O N T E M P O R A R Y C R I T I Q U E O F T H E M O R A V I A N 

" A U S G L E I C H " 

Johann Wolfgang Brügel f 

The Moravian Ausgleich of 1905 served less to dampen the Czech-German nation
ality conflict than to prevent the penetration of the generál franchise at the provincial 
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level. A then circulated, critical memorandum from 1915 (or 1916) to the Austrian 
Minister of the Interior has survived from the archive of Ludwig Czech, the speaker 
of the German Moravian Social Democrats. It proposed the establishment of nationally 
delimited districts (Kreise) without demanding the abrogation of the provincial Consti
tution, which the Bohemian Social Democrats had demanded. 

T H E A S S I S T A N C E BY S U D E T E N G E R M A N S O C I A L 

D E M O C R A T S T O R E F U G E E S F R O M H I T L E R G E R M A N Y 

Martin K. Bachstein 

The text concentrates on the extent and details of the assistance provided by mem-
bers of the small German Social Democratic Party in Czechoslovakia (DSAP) to their 
comrades who fled from Nazi Germany and Austria to the ČSR between 1933 and 
1938. Based on published memoirs and biographies of persons directly involved and 
on DSAP documents, the author describes the party's sources of funding, the ambi
valent attitude of the Czechoslovak Social Democrats to the aid effort, and he also 
touches briefly on the DSAP's role in anti-Nazi activities across the border in Hitler
dominated Germany. A short concluding chapter deals with the political reasons for 
the enforced end of the DSAP's pro-refugee involvement during the last year of the 
First Czechoslovak Republic. 

T H E V O T 1 N G B E H A V I O R O F T H E N E W S E T T L E R S 

I N T H E 1946 P A R L I A M E N T A R Y E L E C T I O N S I N B O H E M I A 

Jiří Sláma 

This work ties in with another investigation that has already been published in 
book form, in which the results of the parliamentary elections in Czechoslovakia in 
the years 1935,1946, and 1948 have been analysed and interpreted. The present work 
deals with some of the questions that the previously-published book did not discuss, 
or did not discuss sufficiently; that is, the voting behavior of the new settlers and the 
voting behavior of the population in the districts in which the American army was 
stationed after the war. 

T H E S I T U A T I O N O F T H E B O H E M I A N - G E R M A N 

S E T T L E M E N T W O L F S B E R G / W E I D E N T H A L I N T H E 

B A N A T E R B E R G L A N D O F R O M A N I A 

Manfred Klaube 

The communities of Wolfsberg/Weidenthal make up the only purely German set
tlement area still intact in all of southeast Europe. The author has observed a radical 


