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change in structure there, which is expressed in the decreasing number of residents, the 
abandonment of long time local traditions, above all among the younger generation, 
as well as in flight from the land and emigration. 

" B Ö H M I S C H E D Ö R F E R " 

R E M A R K S A B O U T A N I D I O M 

Walter Debnert 

The history of the expression Böhmische Dörfer, which is commonly ušed in 
German, is traced here until the time of the Thirty Years War. Böhmisch Stands for 
incomprehensible and foreign. This is in contradictinction, however, to specific 
variants of thieves' argot, for example, böhmisch lernen, as a synonym for stealing or 
pilfering, which first appeared in Viennese slang at the beginning of the nineteenth 
century. 

A C L U E T O W A L L E N S T E I N : 

C O N A N D O Y L E ' S " A S C A N D A L I N B O H E M I A " 

Dieter Bayer 

An analysis of Conan Doyle's detective story, A Scandal in Bohemia (1891), shows 
on the one hand, Sherlock Holmes, the English detective, depicted as "bohémien" and 
on the other hand, his visitor, a "king of Bohemia", who is very much like Wallen­
stein, the Bohemian generál during the Thirty Year's War. Their common antagonist, 
Irene Adler, has obviously been patterned after Lola Montez. Doyle apparently 
replaced Montez's real lover, King Ludwig I of Bavaria, with another figuře, the un-
familiar Wallenstein, out of consideration for the Wittelsbach family, which still ruled 
Bavaria at the time. 


