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Di e längst widerlegte Behauptung , der von der KPTsc h propagiert e „Zentral e 
National-Revolutionär e Ausschuß " habe existiert , wird von Seeber wieder aufgetisch t 
(S. 84). Sie bildet aus Hodža , Osuský un d Hách a eine Reih e von „Kollaborationspoli -
tikern " (S. 318). Obwoh l Seeber Pole n un d die Tschechoslowake i vergleicht , ist ihr 
der Zusammenhan g nich t aufgefallen, daß die sowjetischen Note n zum Abbruch der 
diplomatische n Beziehunge n zu Pole n un d das Angebot eines Separatvertrage s mit der 
Tschechoslowake i am selben Tage überreich t wurde n (S. 134). Nich t obwoh l (S. 147), 
sonder n wegen ihres Eintreten s für ein allgemeine s Sicherheitssyste m sprache n sich 
die britisch e un d besonder s die US-Regierun g gegen den bilaterale n Vertrag aus. 

De m offiziösen Charakte r der Arbeit entsprich t ein schwerfälliger, substantivische r 
Verlautbarungsstil . Mi t den Übersetzunge n aus Fremdsprache n ha t Seeber auch 
Schwierigkeiten . Daz u komme n mehrer e Dutzen d Fehle r bei der Schreibun g polni -
scher , tschechoslowakische r un d sogar russischer Name n un d Ungenauigkeite n bei 
der Bezeichnun g von Institutionen . Anscheinen d ha t sie auch nich t bemerkt , daß es 
sich bei Tatiszczew o un d Tatiščevo um denselbe n Or t handel t (S. 99, S. 101). Da s 
Centra l Departmen t des Foreig n Office wird bei ihr zur „Osteuropa-Abteilung" , die 
„Divisio n of Europea n Affairs" zur „Abteilun g für osteuropäisch e Fragen" . In Seto n 
H . Watson (sie!) sieht sie einen „Hauptberate r der britische n Regierung " (S. 71) un d 
in Isaac Deutsche r einen „bürgerliche n Politologen " (S. 41). 

Mi t einem Satz : Auf die Lektür e von Seebers Buch kan n ma n ohn e weiteres ver-
zichten . 

Berlin D e t l e f B r a n d e s 

Hab el, Fritz Peter (Hrsg.): Dokumente zur Sudetenfrage. 

4. Aufl., R. Oldenbourg , München-Wie n 1984, 503 S. 

Thi s volum e represent s an exhaustive collectio n of documents , judiciousl y edited , 
bearin g primarily , as th e title suggests, on th e Sudete n problé m in its entir e historica l 
dimension . I t is th e fourt h editio n of a boo k last brough t ou t by th e same edito r in 1962 
and alread y ou t of prin t in 1965. (Th e first two editions , properl y speaking, were no t 
officially in print , but were hectographed) . Thi s editio n represent s an extensive expan -
sion and updatin g of th e documentatio n and brings th e chronolog y of th e Sudete n 
questio n down to 1984. I t thu s represent s th e mos t up-to-dat e collectio n we have and 
will remai n a standar d referenc e work on th e Sudete n questio n for th e foreseeable 
future . 

Th e core of th e boo k is represente d by several section s which detai l th e emergenc e 
of th e Sudete n questio n in its historica l dimension . "Nationa l Problem s in Bohemia , 
Moravi a and Silesia" examine s th e long-ter m historica l genesis of th e Sudete n problé m 
from Duk e Sobieslav I' s paten t of freedom for th e German s in c. 1175 to th e introduc -
tion of historia n Bohac' s boo k on th e Czec h peopl e of 1916. A section on th e years 
1918-1920 detail s th e emergenc e of Czechoslovaki a and th e Sudete n problé m as a par t 
of tha t emergence . Yet anothe r section deals with th e first Czechoslova k Republi c 
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from 1921 to 1938, focussing primaril y on th e fateful years which immediatel y prece -
ded th e Munic h Agreement . A quit e shor t segmen t covers th e years of World War 
Two and a following, considerabl y lengthie r one , th e expulsion after th e war and th e 
activities of Sudete n leader s in West German y durin g th e 1950s. Two final "historical " 
section s presen t a documentatio n which underlie s th e discussion s surroundin g th e 
Pragu e Treat y (1973) and brin g th e Sudete n questio n down to th e mid-1980 s with 
declaration s by Kohl , Gensche r and Zimmermann . 

But ther e are othe r segment s of th e volum e which mak e it mor e tha n just a docu -
mentar y collectio n bearin g on th e Sudete n question . Extensive section s at th e begin-
nin g and end of th e boo k attemp t to pu t th e Sudete n documentatio n int o a muc h larger 
context . At th e outset , th e edito r introduce s a series of document s unde r th e rubri c of 
generá l question s of law and treaties , addressin g such interrelate d problem s as huma n 
rights, expulsion of peoples , nationa l self-determinatio n etc . These includ e th e 
Magn a Carta , th e Atlanti c Charte r and Lenin' s declaratio n on Peace . Towar d th e end 
of th e volum e anothe r series of document s is introduce d th e purpos e of which is 
apparentl y to demonstrat e tha t several curren t world problem s are analogou s to th e 
historica l Sudete n one . Her e for th e mos t par t Unite d Nation s resolution s and decla-
rations , as well as politica l Speeche s datin g from 1948 to 1982, shed light on Gibraltar , 
Norther n Japan , th e Falklan d Island s and , mos t important , Palestině , indicatin g tha t 
a variety of people s in th e world toda y are attemptin g to exercise a perceived right to 
reoccup y a historica l Heimat . 

I have no quarre l with th e additio n of these "extra-Sudeten " document s in th e 
volume ; the y man y well be of interes t to scholar s of internationa l law, althoug h on e 
mus t always be very carefu l of historica l analogie s widely seperat e ethnicall y and 
geographically . However , th e reade r shoul d be aware tha t thei r inclusio n make s th e 
boo k mor e tha n just a documentatio n of a particula r historical problém ; rathe r it put s 
th e boo k int o z political dimensio n by suggesting implicitl y tha t tha t histori e problé m 
has no t yet seen its final resolution . Moreover , if on e examine s carefully th e selection 
of documents , on e note s tha t thei r thrus t is ultimatel y to suppor t at least tacitl y a Ger -
ma n claim , if only within th e framewor k of a free, unite d Europa , to Heimatrecht . In -
deed , th e very selection of th e them e for thi s boo k - th e "Sudete n question " rathe r 
than , say, th e "Czech-Germa n question " -  does th e same thing . If on e understand s 
this , the n th e boo k can be of great use to th e scholar , because n o othe r boo k brings to -
gethe r such a wealth of documentatio n between two covers. 

On e mus t also applau d th e formá t of th e book , which make s it very easy to use. Th e 
Table of Content s is set up to show, in paralle l columns , th e dáte , author , natur e 
(speech , law, letter , etc. ) and , in two to five word indicators , th e substanc e of each do -
cument . Moreover , an extensive nam e and institutiona l inde x at th e rear make s it easy 
to find relevan t peopl e and organization s in th e text . Th e document s are precisely cited 
and a modes t numbe r of footnote s explains what may be archai c or unclea r reference s 
in the body of th e documents . 
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