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Origin and Development of the Persecution of Witches 

Markéta Karasová 

Due to the special religious-politicaldevelopmentoftheBohemianCrownlands, the 
persecution of witches began relatively late there. Until the late 1600s, there were only 
individual trials; mass persecution remained the exception. Following the Thirty 
Years' War, there were two mass persecutions: from 1639 to 1652 in the Silesian princi-
pality of Neisse and from 1679 to 1696 in Gross-Ullersdorf and Mährisch-Schönberg. 
Detailed materiál on the second wave of trials written by the witch judge Franz Hein­
rich Boblig is extant. Only a few trials took place in the eightteenth Century. This work 
is based for the most part on sources which Bedřich Šindelář and others have already 
interpreted, town chronicles or so-called "Black Books", which contain trial records, 
confessions, and sentences of the criminals. Written by judges and town clerks, these 
documents thus require painstaking interpretation. 
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Aspects of Czech Culture in the Nineteenth Century 

Bedřich Loewenstein 

Making use of numerous examples, this study examines the degree to which the real 
world of the Bohemian civil society found adequate expression in the Czech national 
culture of the nineteenth Century. The idea of a middle-class salon as a center of com-
munication, a national theatre as a civic educational establishment, the realistic con-
temporary novels, the sculpture, the paintings, and the architecture have been exam-
ined as possible expressions of middle class values and life styles. According to thepro-
visional results, when seen from a sociological point of view, the content of the adop­
ted forms of culture were only occasionally authentically bourgeois. Usually they 
were hidden behind a fagade of pompous historicism, late romantic idylls, poetic alle-
gories and affected gestures. This has to do with the long underdeveloped "petit bour­
geois" social structure of Czech national society, as well as with Opposition to the do­
minant German liberalism, against which the national myths and a romantic populism 
contrasted. 


