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F O R T Y Y E A R S O F H I S T O R I O G R A P H Y U N D E R 
S O C I A L I S M I N C Z E C H O S L O V A K I A 

Continuity and Change in Intellectual Patterns 

Eva Schmidt-Hartmann 

The attempt is made here to go beyond the picture of historiography in Commu-
nist-ruled Czechoslovakia as a simple instrument of the ruling party and to propose a 
differentiated conception. Using various insights into the development of theoretical 
and practical approaches to historiography in postwar Czechoslovakia, it has been 
established that the goals and effects of the Communist exercise of influence vis-ä-vis 
historiography have been subject to change. The most important consistent character-
istic is to be found in a checking effort as concerns the approaches to the basic theore
tical and methodological questions of modern historiography. 

T H E C E N T E R L I E S W E S T W A R D 

Central Europe in Czech Discussion 

Martin Schulze Wessel 

In this article, the young Berlin historian presents an overview and an analysis of the 
independent Czech discussions of a theme taken from the past but one which never
theless is still discussed with newly-revived interest. He has evaluated all of the avail-
able articles in the Czechoslovak samisdats and exile publications, and has also placed 
individual ideas in a greater historical as well as in an international context. The author 
concludes that regarding the three most important points of Czech concern with Cen
tral Europe: East-West problems, assessment ofthe Habsburg Monarchy, andCzech-
German relations, there is a common tendency underlying the scarcely bridgeable 
differences of opinion among some points of view. He finds a drawing back from a 
conception of history that concentrates on the Czechs' own national past. 

C Z E C H L I T E R A T U Ř E I N E X I L E 

Vladimír Ulrich 

Whereas Bohemia has recently dealt at length with works of literatuře that have 
lately appeared in Czechoslovakia (see BohZ 27 [1986] 1-36), this article offers a 
comprehensive overview of the literary production of the Czechoslovak exile publica
tions. The Slavist from Regensburg treats a wide spectrum of exile publications as well 
as all forms of literary work and has elaborated on the thematic, stylistic, linguistic, 
compositional, and formal tendencies that are to be seen in the exile literatuře of the 
last two decades. 


