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credi t Operation s of world trad e -  tha t is England ' (p . 6.) . Furthermore , we are told 
tha t later in 1917 th e America n conceptio n of economi c and politica l stratégy was 
'confronte d by an unexpecte d reality ' which forced America n decision maker s to 
work ou t th e tactic s for th e 'blockin g of th e revolutionar y wave and th e eventua l liqui-
datio n of Soviet power. ' Thi s is what th e late Professo r Hug h Seton-Watso n used to 
refer to as 'globlydegook. ' 

Th e first half of thi s brief volum e deals with America n preparation s for th e Pari s 
Peac e Conferenc e in 1919 an d th e acitivities of th e America n delegatio n there . Th e 
autho r argues tha t America n and British plan s for th e western frontier s of German y 
were motivate d by determinatio n to strengthe n its economi c potentia l (pp . 81-3) . 
Thi s is onl y half correct , but , in an y case th e American s acte d thu s no t onl y to keep th e 
German s ou t of th e clutche s of th e Bolsheviks. 

Th e autho r admit s tha t even from th e poin t a view of 'Big Business' (in English in 
th e text on p . 92), th e Unite d State s seemed to be little concerne d with th e Hungaria n 
Soviet Republic . Indeed , th e case of Hungar y seems to show, perhap s even to Raková , 
tha t Presiden t Wilson's anti-Bolshevi k Crusad e had limits . 

Th e final par t of th e book , (pp . 100-137) , deals with America n commercia l and 
financia l links to Germany , Poland , and Czechoslovakia , and th e Informatio n provid -
ed her e is a useful summar y based on secondar y materiál . 

Raková admit s tha t th e America n ideologica l offensive was influentia l amon g th e 
Centra l Europea n bourgeoisi e and 'even a par t of th e workin g class' who saw in Wil-
son a real 'liberator' . Fortunately , th e 'destructio n of these illusions in th e great crisis 
at th e beginnin g of th e thirtie s helpe d to creat e th e condition s for a new polarisatio n of 
class forces and create d an openin g for local right-win g and fascist forces in a numbe r 
of Europea n countries , but at th e same tim e contribute d to th e cleansin g of th e ideo -
logy of th e working-clas s movemen t from reformis m and social democratis m and to 
th e restoratio n of its revolutionar y orientation ' (p . 98). I hop e tha t th e Czechoslova k 
reader s of thi s boo k are consciou s of th e immens e and beneficia l Service mad e to thei r 
countr y by fascist regimes such as tha t of Hitler . Thi s boo k belongs to th e same crud e 
historica l schoo l as thos e in Wilsonovskä legenda v dějinách ČSR by J. S. Háje k and 
Pravda o Masarykovi by J. Pacht a (bot h publishe d in 1953). Tha t such ideas can still 
appea r in th e early 1980s is evidenc e of th e intellectua l povert y of Czechoslova k 
historiography . 

Londo n H a r r y H a n á k 

Mendelsohn, Ezra: TheJews ofEast Central Europe between the World Wars. 

Indian a Universit y Press, First Midlan d Book Editio n (first edition : 1983), Bloomington , IN . 
1987, 300 S. 

When TheJews ofEast Central Europe between the World Wars appeare d in 1983, 
it was greeted as a welcom e additio n to th e historiograph y of East Centra l Europe . 
Th e same is tru e of th e revised editio n of th e volume , which has recentl y been pub -
lished in paperbac k form . 
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In the preface and introductory remarks, the autor explains both his definition of 
East Central Europe and his use of sources. The former appears to have primarily been 
designed to limit the scope of the work to the Ashkenazi Jews (those of German ori-
gin). Concerning the latter, Mendelsohn has mainly depended on English, Hebrew, 
Polish and Yiddish-language sources as well as some French and German materials. 
Sources are predominantly secondary, other than those employed in the relatively 
lengthy chapter on Poland, one of the author's areas of expertise, in which he has done 
original work using primary materiál. The bibliographic essay, which comprises al-
most exclusively English-language citations, is a goldmine for anyone working in that 
language. 

After a brief introductory essay, separate chapters treat the Jewish communities of 
Poland, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Romania, Lithuania, and Estonia and Latvia. 
Concluding remarks and the bibliographical essay follow. While the chapters vary in 
length and content, Mendelsohn has standardized the topics discussed to some degree 
while addressing the particulars of the Jewish communities and the political Situation 
in each country. Although the author has included cultural, demographic, and socio-
economic aspects in his survey ofthe internal developments ofthe Jewish communities 
concerned, his focus is predominantly political. Mendelsohn's point of departure is 
that, with the exception of the Baltic countries and Czechoslovakia, relations between 
the Jews and the non-Jews in interwar East Central Europe had been bad from the out-
set and deteriorated markedly during the 1930's. One of author's main goals is to 
explain the "obsession with the Jewish question" in East Central Europe and to de-
scribe the impact of anti-Semitism both on the Jewish communities and on the politics 
ofthe region (p. 1). 

In the chapter on Czechoslovakia, Mendelsohn discusses the three Jewish commu-
nities, which like the non-Jewish communinities of the First Republic, varied consid-
erably from west to east. In addition to the West European type Jewry of the Czech 
lands, there was the Jewish community of Slovakia, somewhere between the Western 
and the Eastern European types, and the Jewish community of Subcarpathian Rus, 
which was classically Eastern European. The author places the three communities in 
a historical context, describing traditional Jewish-gentile relations, including the 
effect of the Czech-German struggle for political supremacy in Bohemia and Moravia 
had on relations there; and the differing local levels of anti-Semitism. A demographic 
and socio-economic profile of the Jews in the interwar period follows. In the section 
on the relations of the Czechoslovak State with its Jewish Citizens, Mendelsohn dis-
cusses the official attitude toward the Jews, which he describes as a "Czech-Jewish" 
alliance. Under the unwritten terms of the alliance, which the author argues was the 
result of a mixture of self-interest and the peculiar brand of Czech national liberalism 
on the Czech side, Jews were expected to be loyal to the State, though not necessarily 
to become "Czechs of the Jewish persuasion." Both Jewish nationality and religion 
were accepted modes of self-identification. The author also discusses internal Jewish 
developments as well as the rise of radical politics with its corresponding anti-
Semitism, and the collapse of the First Republic. 
As concerns Czechoslovakia, certain points invite additonal discussion. Firstly, given 
the relatively friendly climate of the First Republic vis-ä-vis the Jews - Mendelsohn's 
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Czech-Jewis h allianc e -  mor e explanatio n of th e "pogrom-lik e incidents " (p.150 ) 
and th e "manifestation s of populä r anti-Semitism " durin g 1918 and 1919 (p . 152) 
throughou t Czechoslovaki a is needed . Greate r distinctio n shoul d be mad e between 
th e officially non-anti-Semiti c policy of th e government s of Thoma s G . Masary k and 
Edvar d Beneš on th e on e han d and continuin g anti-Semiti c attitudes , includin g amon g 
some Czec h politica l circles, on th e other . Thi s helps to explain bot h th e resurfacin g 
of anti-Semitis m amon g some segment s of th e Czec h populatio n in 1938 and th e atti -
tud e of th e governmen t of th e Secon d Republi c towar d th e Jews. Secondly , th e Jewish 
Party' s "energeti c and effective war against all manifestation s of anti-Semitism " 
(p . 157) shoul d be date d and any allies in thi s battl e mentioned . Further , because thos e 
of Jewish origin played a significant role in th e relatively prominen t left-win g politica l 
partie s in th e Firs t Republic , th e brief commen t on th e greater suppor t th e Jews gave 
th e small, illegal communis t part y in Polan d as compare d to th e suppor t th e Jews gave 
th e legal, and durin g th e 1920's, large communis t part y in Czechoslovaki a (p . 156) 
need s expansion . Finally , given th e imporan t role it played in th e 1930's, th e Sudete n 
Germa n Part y require s mor e descriptio n tha n "Konra d Henlein' s pro-Naz i Party " 
(P-163) . 

Th e above remark s are no t intende d to detrac t from thi s importan t book . Certainly , 
Mendelsoh n has don e a first-rat e Job of assimilatin g a large amoun t of diverse litera -
tuř e on a complicate d topi c and synthesizin g it int o a balance d and comprehensibl e 
volume . 

Port o N a n c y W i n g f i e l d 

Deyl, Zdeněk: Sociální vývoj Československa 1918-1938 [Die soziale Entwicklung 
der Tschechoslowakei 1918-1938]. 

Academia , Prag 1986, 221 S., 16 Abb. 

Da s Buch Deyl s behandel t die Sozialpoliti k der Erste n Tschechoslowakische n 
Republi k un d ihre konkrete n Auswirkungen auf die soziale Lage der Masse der Bevöl-
kerung . Dabe i stehe n die sozialen Großgruppe n der Industriearbeiterschaft , des 
Kleingewerbe s un d der landwirtschaftliche n Arbeiter im Vordergrund . Di e Darstel -
lun g der materielle n Verhältniss e der abhängi g Beschäftigte n in der Erste n Republi k 
geht über die unmittelba r von sozialpolitische n Entscheidunge n bestimmte n Struktu -
ren (beispielsweise Alters- , Kranken - un d Arbeitslosenversicherung ) hinau s un d er-
faßt auch un d teilweise sehr ausführlic h Indikatore n der sozialen Lage der Bevölke-
rung , die nich t qua Sozialpoliti k hervorgebrach t wurde n (beispielsweise die Lohn -
entwicklung) . Gelegentlich e Ausblicke auf sozialpolitisch e Konzeptione n einzelne r 
politische r Parteie n der Zwischenkriegsrepubli k un d auf soziale un d gewerkschaft-
liche Bewegungen in den böhmische n Länder n un d in der Slowakei runde n die Dar -
stellun g ab. De r Anhan g zu der Untersuchun g enthäl t eine kommentierend e Über -
sicht über die wichtigsten Maßnahme n der Sozialgesetzgebun g zwischen 1918 un d 
1938 (S. 179-189) un d eine kleine Dokumentatio n mit dem Text des Gesetze s über die 
achtstündig e Arbeitszeit vom 19. Dezembe r 1918 und einer Resolutio n der tschecho -


