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The First Czechoslovak Republic is considered to have been a comparatively stable
democracy. In this study of the resolution of social conflict and the political organiza-
tion of the state, Peter Heumos has evaluated the accuracy of this estimation. He de-
fines the FirstRepublic asa proportional system in which previously agreed upon legis-
lation, the scattering of political responsibility, and the transferring of social conflict
to the workshop level thwarted the development of an opposition. Correspondingly,
the Pétka, agroup comprisingthe leaders of the government coalition parties, eliminat-
ed the Parliament as the decisive governing body. The fragmentation of the parties,
the trade unions, and the interest groups resulted in a lack of political integrative abil-
ity among the people. It is here that Heumos finds a reason for the breakdown of
democracy in 1938: the level of formalization was low and social integration was pre-
ferably personally mediated.



