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C A R P A T H I A N R U S S I A A N D T H E 
S U B C A R P A T H I A N R U T H E N I A N S 1 9 1 9 - 1 9 3 8 

Ladislav Lipscher 

The Peace Conference had to agree in order for Carpathian Russia to be connected 
to Czechoslovakia. The special position of this area of the Subcarpathian Ruthenians 
was adhered to in the minority treaty with Czechoslovakia, whose decrees became 
part of the charter of the country's Constitution. The language problém proved to be 
more complicated than that of the other nationalities. A battle ensued over whether 
the indigenous language, which was also to be introduced as the language of instruct-
ion, and perhaps also as the written language, would be based on the Russian or the 
Ukrainian. The main concerns of the Ruthenian public can be summarized in the 
following points: 1) the granting of autonomy; 2) the regulation of the border with 
Slovakia; 3) the adequate consideration of Ruthenians for admission to public service; 
and 4) the regulation of the speech problém. 

L E G A L D E V E L O P M E N T I N A D I V I D E D E U R O P E 
C O N T R A S T S A N D P O I N T S I N C O M M O N 

Helmut Slapnicka 

The Iron Curtain, which has divided Central Europe since 1948, led to the adoption 
of the Soviet social and economic order in those countries whiche were separated from 
the West. A Soviet legal sphere, separate from the Continental European systém, was 
created, which did not recognize the universality of property. The convergence of the 
legal orders of the German Democratic Republic, the People's Republic of Poland, 
and Czechoslovakia, which began to call itself the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic in 
1960 in order to emphasize the realization of socialism, on that of the Soviet Union 
took place in two stages of development. The search for an "own way" to the realiza-
tion of a legal systém suitable to the socialist societal order followed an initial process 
of integration, the quiekest possible adoption of the Soviet example. In the initial 
phase, East Germany certainly played the role of a model student, who most conere-
tely put into force the adoption of the example of the Soviet Union, Poland behaved 
always more hesitantly in all phases, while Czechoslovakia proved itself the most 
eager, but also the most self-willed reformer. 

THOMAS G. MASARYK AND THE END OF AN ERA 

New Publications on TGM 

Eva Schmidt-Hartmann 

At the time, when after half a century, Thomas G. Masaryk is experiencing the reco-
gnition that is his due, this article considers some recent significant studies of his life 
and work. The author concludes that althogether toward the end of the fifty-year 
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perio d in which th e stud y of Masary k coul d no t freely develop , a great deal of materiá l 
was compiled , bot h abroa d and by independen t Czechoslova k historians . Thu s on e 
finds toda y in Czechoslovaki a a useful basis for a new critica l discussion of Masaryk' s 
legacy and its significance for th e present . 

D I S C U S S I O N O F P A V E L K O H O U T ' S B O O K 

Fanz-  und Liebesstunde. Eine deutsche Romanze 

Since Pavel Kohou t present s his new boo k as a vehicle for social and historica l criti -
cal questions , and since some of his basic ideas have proven provocativ e to historians , 
th e editor s have asked a Germa n contemporar y historia n and two literar y specialists 
to commen t on thi s book . The y have addresse d different aspect s of Kohouť s novel 
and demande d a broade r discussion of question s toda y mor e relevan t tha n ever before 
in Czechoslovakia . Amon g others , th e question s addresse d includ e mora l responsibil -
ity and individua l self-determinatio n unde r th e condition s of th e Nationa l Socialist 
and Communis t past . 


