
Neue Literatur 201 

des Verfasserkollektivs in vorliegendem Band, auch Co-Autor der umfassendsten und 
eindringlichsten Studie ist, die Ende der sechziger Jahre über die tschechoslowakische 
Revolution verfaßt wurde 1 . Während diese Studie den Februar-Umsturz von 1948 als 
Ergebnis einer komplizierten Interaktion zwischen der KPTsch und den nichtkom
munistischen Parteien interpretierte, erscheint in dem neuen Band die Entwicklung 
von der Befreiung 1945 bis zur Machtübernahme der Kommunisten als geradliniger 
Verlauf, der nur von den wechselnden Kampagnen und Losungen der Kommunisti
schen Partei gegliedert wird: Von dem Motto „Werft die Produktion an!" über die 
Losung „Eine Million Arbeitsstunden der Republik!", den Kampf um die Verstaat
lichung und die Kampagne „Um die Mehrheit des Volkes" zur sozialistischen 
Februar-Revolution. Auch in Einzelfragen knüpft der Band nicht an die Zeitge
schichtsforschung der sechziger Jahre an. Das gilt z.B. für die Bewertung des VIII. 
Parteitags, bei der sich die Autoren ohne nähere Auseinandersetzung dem Standpunkt 
der Geschichtsschreibung der fünfziger Jahre anschließen; das gilt auch für die in den 
sechziger Jahren aufgearbeiteten innerparteilichen Diskussionen in der KPTsch, die in 
dem vorliegenden Band überhaupt keine Erwähnung finden. 

An einigen Stellen läßt auch die Diktion wissenschaftliches Niveau vermissen: so 
wenn es heißt, daß es der Kommunistischen Partei in den Hochschulen gelungen sei, 
„die Mehrheit derer zu überzeugen", die „bereit gewesen (seien), auf Argumente zu 
hören" (S. 26). 

Auch die achtzig Seiten umfassende Chronologie der Ereignisse und der ausführ
liche Bildteil sagen nicht mehr als die einigen tausend Wörter, die ihnen vorangestellt 
sind. 
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In his account of the political history of East Central Europe from 1944 to 1967, 
Jerzy Tomaszewski traces changes in the countries of this region under the impact of 
both their own internal struggles and the influence of the Great Powers. Following the 
introduction and description of the prerequisites for social and political transforma-
tion, the author examines the situations of the individual countries at the end of the Sec
ond World War, focusing on the formation of the so-called people's democracies be
tween 1944 and 1948. He then moves on to a discussion of theprocess of Stalinization 
and the establishment of a centralized systém of power in East Central Europe after 
1948. Lastly, Tomaszewski looks at the consequences of the Twentieth Congress of 
the Communist Party of the Soviet Union in 1956, particularly the upheavals in Hun
gary and Poland during that year, and concludes with a discussion of the limited 
political reforms that took place from 1960 to 1967 in East Central Europe. 
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Although Tomaszewski primarily focuses on events in Czechoslovakia, Hungary, 
Poland, Romania, and Yugoslavia, he also examines East Germany, Finland, Greece, 
and Albania. To facilitate comparisons of developments in the different countries, the 
book has been arranged chronologically as well as topically, with discussion of the dif-
fering situations in each country. 

The author is at his best when analyzing events in his areas of expertise, Bulgaria and 
Poland. While postwar Poland has been the topič of many studies in English and Ger
man, this is not the čase with Bulgaria. Thus, Tomaszewski's contribution is particu
larly welcome. 

Tomaszewski devotes the most attention to Czechoslovakia during the period from 
1944 to 1956. His narrative of the events leading to the formation of a socialist govern-
ment there begins with the Slovák national uprising in 1944, the liberation of both the 
Czech lands and Slovakia, and the formation of the National Front. He moves on to 
a discussion of social and economic reforms during the immediate postwar period, the 
Communist defeat of the Opposition parties in 1948, and the Communist consolidation 
of power by the early 1950s. Perhaps because fewer economic and political reforms were 
enacted in Czechoslovakia in the wake of the Twentieth Congress of the Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union than elsewhere, there is less mention of Czechoslovakia in the 
last portion of the book than of other countries in the region. 

The employment of a wider range of primary sources (the author's use of archival ma-
terials appears to be limited to the Public Record Office in London) might have 
enriched the study. However, the major flaw in this book lies outside the control of the 
author: a lack of editorial attention, most importantly the failure to render the trans-
lation from the Polish into idiomatic English. Thus, word usage is sometimes 
archaic, sometimes awkward, and sometimes confusing. Moreover, due to the meth-
od of citation - the author's name and the dáte of publication, but no page number -
the book is not as usef ul as it could have been. 
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E. Garrison Walters, whose speciality is Slavic languages and literatuře has produced 
a rather ambitious textbook covering Eastern Europe to 1945. It is refreshing to see so-
meone crossing demarcation lineš to bring different perspectives to another disciplině. 

Fhe Other Europe begins conventionally enough with an introduction defining 
Eastern Europe. Walters considers this to includepresent-day Poland, Czechoslovakia, 
Hungary, Romania, Bulgaria, Yugoslavia, and Albania. The first chapter examines the 
geography of Eastern Europe in a country-by-country survey. It is at this point that 
an enormous discrepancy appears. The description of each country are essentially of 
the states as they exist today. Indeed Walters writes in the section on Poland that "this 
text is concerned with the contemporary statě, only those lands that are now part of 
Poland . . . " (p.2). The book, according to its title, covers Eastern Europe to 1945. It 


