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burgs, it would have developed similarly to the Polish szlachta republic, while in 
Bohemia, without the Habsburg Monarchy, a feudal monarchy, with the dominium 
politicum dominant over the regále, would have developed. Both of the above-
mentioned types of government seem to have as modern a character as the early 
modern State or prinicipality, and represent forms specific to Central Europe. 
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This article examines the significance of feudal society in Bohemia and Moravia be
tween 1471 and 1526. Under the influence of the Bohemian reformation during the 
Jagiellon era, in the Kingdom of Bohemia there developed the power of the upper 
nobility, untitled nobility, and the burghers. The estates played the major role in the 
power mechanism of the land and the also dominated ecclestical life, in which three 
churches existed side by side. In 1485, the diet achieved religious peace as the law of 
the land. The city parliament, the so-called "Great Council," developed into the 
powerful political institution of the third estate. Around 1500, the Bohemian feudal 
society was one of the foremost examples of European feudalism. 
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In this brief article, the author has attempted to summarize, one year after the fact, 
the impressions produced by collaboration between scholars from Czechoslovakia 
and abroad. During the visit to Brno, colleagues from the Collegium Carolinum were 
confronted by methodically assembled information, which left diverse impressions of 
various kinds. The observations presented here should serve the discussion in order 
to help overcome clearly visible difficulties from a year's experience. 

U N C H A R T E D R E G I O N S 

Ferdinand Seibt 

Immediately after the upheaval in his country, one of Czechoslovakia's most proli-
fic historians, Jan Křen, published an unusually stimulating book, Bílá místa v našich 
dějinách ? Ferdinand Seibt has taken Kren's remarks as a challenge to discussion and pre
sents his thoughts on what Křen has designated as the basic questions of contemporary 
historiography in the Bohemian lands. Seibt sees parallels to the postwar Situation in 
German historiography. He also considers Kren's book to be the first important step on 
the "hopefully speedy and unconstrained path of Czech and Slovák historians to a new 
répertoire," as was the čase in German history after the end of the Second World War. 


