
S U M M A R I E S 

O C C U P A T I O N A N D C A R E E R D E V E L O P M E N T O F 
M I D D L E A N D L O W E R L E V E L S O C I A L D E M O C R A T I C 

O F F I C I A L S 

Thomas Weiser 

In this article, the author examines a sample of lower-level Czechoslovak Social 
Democratic (ČSD) officials before 1939. He finds that the "better" occupations, partic­
ularly teaching, were overrepresented among them to a certain degree. The activities 
of the ČSD cadres were clearly concentrated in the industrial areas of Bohemia and 
Moravia or in the neighboring regions of market-based agriculture, thus resulting in 
the geographic division ofthe party. Moreover, the author investigatcs the influence 
of occupational types on the shape of political careers. The results indicate a distance 
between the central headquarters and the rest of the party. This explains why functio-
naries of the party's secondary and interest organizations (education and gymnastic 
clubs, cooperatives, regional health insurance groups, trade unions) were direct part­
ners in the working basis of the party. The analysis also shows the customary contrast 
among strata within a working-class party: the clear distance between the qualified 
and unqualified workers and employees, and the contrast between the "elevated" and 
"worker" occupations. 
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At the end of the 1940s, for political and ideological reasons the communist leader­
ship in Czechoslovakia had to face the necessity of integrating, legally as well as 
socially, those Germans who remained in Czechoslovakia after the majority had been 
expelled in 1946. This article examines the Situation of various groups of the German 
population, such as anti-fascists, skilled workers, and partners in mixed marriages, 
and the specific aspects of the process of making their legal position comparable to that 
enjoyed by the Czech population. From the perspective ofthe socialist legislatibn and 
as far as individual rights are concerned, this process, which was condueted against the 
wishes of part ofthe German as well as the Czech population, was completed in 1953. 
It was not, however, aecompanied by a guarantee of collectivc minority rights, and 
this defect, in conjunetion with other factors, led to a gradual disintegration in the sta­
tus of the ethnic Germans among the population of Czechoslovakia. 


