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Torsten Mehlhase 

The primary focus of the author is on the Sudeten Germans. After critically 
appraising the research activities in the former GDR that come within his field, he pre-
sents the results of his own research concerning the success, or otherwise, of the at-
tempts at integrating the Sudeten Germans in Saxony-Anhalt. 

Late in 1945, almost one-million refugees and displaced persons (DPs), one-third of 
them Sudeten Germans, were living in this area. The Sudeten Germans in Saxony-
Anhalt made up 40 percent of the overall number of Sudeten Germans living in the 
Soviet Zone of Occupation. The author describes their living and housing conditions 
and the changes thereof, their Situation on the labour market, and their early achieve-
ments with their own economic activities and firms. Whereas a certain part of the 
Sudeten Germans can be considered to have been wholly integrated at the end of the 
1940s, many of them, above all those belonging to the older generation, feil within a 
category of refugees and DPs comprising about half of all recipients of social welfare 
benefits in Saxony-Anhalt. 

" N I C H E S " F O R C Z E C H H I S T O R I O G R A P H Y 
I N T H E C O M M U N I S T E R A 

There can be no doubt that among the things that the communist regime in Czecho
slovakia tried to bring into line and to use to their own advantage for four decades 
was historiography. Here, however, the communists were not as successful as is often 
assumed. Frequently historians managed - in spite of all difficulties - to continue their 
research more or less independently and in keeping with their professional ethos, to 
occupy relatively stormproof "niches". The editors of Bohemia approached Czech 
historians who describe what latitude there was for the spirit of independent research 
in historiography, and discuss the results of these efforts. 

T H E I M A G E O F J O H A N N E . P U R K I N J E 
I N C Z E C H O S L O V A K R E S E A R C H D U R I N G T H E 1 9 8 0 s 

Zdenka Frýdková 

During the 1980s, in connection with the two-hundredth anniversary of his birth, 
materiál concerning Johann Evangelist Purkinje (1787-1869) began appearing in 
Czech academie literatuře and the populär press. The author of this article analyzes 
this literatuře on the basis of its diversity and new points of view vis-ä-vis the pre-
viously existing literatuře, which concentrated especially on Purkinje as a physiolo-
gist. The 1980s featured attempts to popularize the findings of research on Purkinje. 
This resulted not only in traditional monographs, commemorative articles, and aca
demie symposia, but also rádio plays, television dramas, and exhibitions. The article 


