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B O H E M I A N WILLS O F T H E HUSSITE ERA 

Thomas Kr zen ck 

The author's research project, based on a hitherto neglected body of medieval 
Czech sources, concentrates on war and everyday town life in Hussite Bohemia. In 
this field of research, the author evaluates municipal wills, which have been preserved 
in relatively large numbers in the area of research as a major source for the preoccupa-
tion with collective attitudes toward death. The author analyzes the rules regarding 
the structure of these transactions and shows that the overwhelming majority of testat-
ors permitted their last wills to be drawn up because of severe illness. Members of the 
urban middle- and upper class dominated among the testators. As to the dominant 
groups of beneficiaries, they were charitable institutions, close relatives of the testator, 
and other persons close to him who received bequests. The reflection of the political 
upheaval in Hussite Bohemia is shown in occasional references to wartime events, a 
longing for communion sub utraque speáe, and the wills of the Kuttenberg exiles. 

E D U C A T I N G C I V I L S E R V A N T S O R I N V I T I N G 
O P P O S I T I O N A N D R E B E L L I O N ? 

Legal Studies at Prague and Olomouc during the Vormärz period 

Helmut Slapnicka 

After shedding some light on the subjects that a future lawyer had to study, accord-
ing to the regulations drawn up in 1810, within four years, the author proceeds to 
investigating the social, territorial and national background of the professors (14 in 
Prague and 19 in Olomouc) who held, between 1810 and 1848, the obligatory lectures in 
what was called juridisch-politisches Studium (legal andpolitical studies). Their publica-
tions (including the possible influence of censorship), training and career patterns (fo-
cusingonthegenerallysurprisinglyyoungageatwhich they were appointedasprofessor 
in ordinary, but also on cases where they left teaching law altogether and took up other 
occupations) and the respective numbers of professors from Bohemia and Moravia 
and those Coming from abroad, are also investigated. Finally, the article evaluates the 
justification of the criticism often uttered by those representing the historical school 
of thinking with respect to the generál orientation on natural law and acquiring the 
necessary practical skills, which was found during the Vormärz period, and with 
respect to the exegetical method taught in the subjects pertaining to positive law (the 
so-called vaterländische Gesetze). 


