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ESTATES IN B O H E M I A 

Margret Lemberg 

Making use of archival sources that had not been researched until now, this study 
draws a picture of the engagement between Albrecht Johann Smiřický and Amelie 
Elisabeth of Hanau. The search for a bride for the heir-apparent of one of Bohemia's 
wealthiest landowning families in the early seventeenth Century, the engagement and 
Smiricky's preparations for the wedding in the midst of a revolution are all carefully 
documented, as are also his sudden death in November 1618 and the quarrel about the 
inheritance which began immediately after his funeral. The fact that not only several 
noble families in both Hanau and Bohemia, but also the archbishop of Cologne and 
the Emperor himself were involved in the ensuing quarrel makes this an interesting 
piece of research into social history. It brings about many new insights, particularly 
about close links between Bohemia and the surrounding countries of Central and 
Western Europe. 

A R M S , I N T E R E S T , A N D P I E T Y : 
D U T C H C A L V I N I S T S AS F I N A N C I E R S 

O F T H E T H I R T Y Y E A R S ' W A R 

Regina Seh ulte 

Not infrequently, in the framework of the historical debatě about the origins of 
modern capitalism, one comes across a small group of eminent businessmen and ban-
kers, who had their hand, amongotherthings, in providing finance for the Thirty Years' 
War. Regardless of whose side they were on, these were mainly Protestants and Cal-
vinists, most of them of Flemish origin; they went abroad because in the southern part 
of the Netherlands the conditions for freedom of religious and economic action were 
deteriorating. On the background of Weber's theory that a connection exists between 
Protestantism and Capitalism, the fact hitherto has escaped attention that although an 
influential group of financiers shared a common origin and religious conviction, mem-
bers of this group could be found on the Catholic as well as on the Protestant side. In 
this article, the biographies of the Amsterdam-based arms trader Louis de Geer who 
provided the money for Gustav Adolf of Sweden, and of Hans de Witte, the banker 
appointed to the court of Emperor Ferdinand II, are taken to illustrate some aspects 
which are of paramout importance for putting the history of Bohemia in perspective. 


