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T H E B A D E N I L A N G U A G E D E C R E E S F O R M O R A V I A : 
F L I R T I N G W I T H T H E E U R O P E A N I D E A 

Hannelore Burger 

Fitting well into the framework of the contemporary debates about a common Eu-
rope, this study examincs the Badeni language decrees for Moravia dating back to 
1897, which up until now have not received the same attention as the project of a 
language decree for Bohemia. The author interprets it as a final effort, untertaken with 
explicit support from the part of the Crown, to seek, by the expedient of bilingual 
administration in bilingual crown lands, a transnational Solution for the nationalities 
conflict as opposed to a concept based of the notion of national autonomy. When this 
effort failed, a complete Separation of the nationalities was initiated, definitely with 
the so-called Mährischer Ausgleich of 1905. Thus, this study proves that historie ex-
perience offers invaluable advice for the current efforts directed at bringing about a 
common Europe. 

P Ř E M Y S L P I T T E R ' S P R O T E S T : A N U N N O T I C E D C Z E C H 
V O I C E A G A I N S T T H E A T R O C I T I E S I N T H E 

I N T E R N M E N T C A M P S I N 1945 

Tomáš Pasák 

The preacher and Journalist Přemysl Pitter (1895-1976), known during the years 
1923-40 as editor of the paeifist periodical Sbratření (Fraternization), in 1938 had 
founded a recreation home for Jewish children, and set up an important reliéf Organi
zation for former inmates of concentration camps in 1945. After the end of the war 
he also looked after numerous German children and youths. His diaries, his cor-
respondence, and the reports he wrote are testimony to his horror at the fate of Ger-
mans in postwar Czechoslovakia and reflect his efforts to provide support. This article 
furnishes new insights into the world of thought and the experiences of Přemysl Pitter, 
who was awarded the Bundesverdienstkreuz, the Federal German Order of Merit, 
First Class, in 1973, and on the occasion of his lOOth anniversary added to the group 
of persons celebrated by the U N E S C O . 

B O H E M I A A N D T H E E M P I R E 
I N T H E E A R L Y M O D E R N A G E 

Volker Press f 

This article was submitted to the editors by Volker Press, professor at Tübingen 
University, a few months before his sudden death. Press asked whether they thought 
that the study merited being edited for publication. It was high time, in his opinion, 
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to start a Czech-German dialogue on this important topič. He made it clear that he 
intended to devote more of his time to the history of the Bohemian lands, to which his 
Bavarian origin made him feel a'considerable affection. In publishing the text unal-
tered, the editors wish to pay a tribute to Volker Press, who was one of the preeminent 
experts on early modern age among German historians. They entirely share his pur-
pose of fostering a renewed discussion, by both sides concerned, of the millennium of 
German-Czech neighbourhood, which in its origins and its development is unique in 
Europe. This is all the more important after the host of falše interpretations applied to 
it in this century's historiography. 


