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F A R M I N G BY N O B L E L A N D H O L D E R S I N B O H E M I A 
B E F O R E T H E BATTLE OF T H E W H I T E M O U N T A I N 

Jaroslav Čechura 

The pre-1620 landed property in Bohemia has hitherto been seen largely in the con-
text of the development leading to the 17th-century economy of large estates, based 
as it was predominantly on statute labour. This study presents the results of research 
done, with the aim of publishing a monography, on the development of the most im-
portant noble landholders' estates in Bohemia between 1550 and 1620, with accounting 
data having been analyzed in the first place. In the course of this research, landed pro
perty came to be seen more in terms of an enterprise. After 1550, especially on truly 
large estates a structure prevailed which was based on units (breweries, fish-pond 
Compounds, farms) run by the landlords themselves, and which resulted in consider-
ably higher profits. Its principál feature was paid labour. By 1600, statute labour (roboť) 
hadpracticallyceasedtoexistinBohemia.Thelandedpropertywascommerciallylinked 
to the peasant economy: The peasants had an opportunity to seil grain, and they 
were offered Jobs. Seemingly, this is a truly Bohemian contribution to the varied pic-
ture of the landed property in the European early modern age. It was a transitional 
phase, andasaresultofthepost-1620eventsinBohemia,thisdevelopmentwascurtailed. 

T H E E D U C A T I O N A L S Y S T E M I N C Z E C H O S L O V A K I A 
S E E N A G A I N S T T H E B A C K G R O U N D O F T H E 

G E R M A N - C Z E C H N A T I O N A L I T Y P R O B L E M 

Andreas Reich 

With the exception of Vienna, the educational systém in Bohemia is regarded as the 
most highly developed and most modern of the whole Austro-Hungarian Empire, in 
both the sheer number of schools and the multiplicity of their organizational forms. 
The author examines countinuity and change in the educational systém in Bohemia in 
the context of the setting-up of the Czechoslovak statě, and his attention centers on the 
consequences of the radically new concept of educational legislation after 1918. Had a 
nationally autonomous administration on the lower echelons supervised by multina
tional bodies been typical for the Habsburg monarchy, this was now substituted with 
a centralized educational systém in which Germans where deprived of any influence 
on the top-level administration of educational institutions. The principál object of 
research were the consequences for the German schools of the educational policy of the 


