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I D E N T I T Y A N D R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y I N VÁCLAV H A V E L ' S 
W O R L D O F T H O U G H T 

Markus Hipp 

In the extensive and multitudinous work of the Czech author, human rights activist 
and President, Václav Havel, the notion of identity forms a leitmotif which occurs fre-
quently and is constantly varied and developed in the various means of communica-
tion — plays, letters, essays, conversations, addresses — he uses. Whereas in his plays, 
Havel limits himself to showing off the grotesque and pathetic consequences of a 
world increasingly devoid of identity, and leaves it for the spectators or the readers to 
draw conclusions of their own, many of his essayistic writings can be interpreted as 
attempts at finding in and behind the illusory world unveiled by theatrical means 
something which, to quote Franz Kafka, might be named the indestructible in human 
beings. Havel regards the questions of human identity and human responsiblility as 
inextricably intertwined. For him, accepting one's own responsibility as a prerequi-
site for accepting oneself cannot be seen as an exclusively relative event explicable by 
purely relativistic means, but represents, in the final consequence, an all-embracing 
act of taking position before an uncalculable supreme authority, an act that cannot 
possibly be delegated to someone eise. Accepting one's responsibility Havel regards 
as an act of human transcendency taking place vis-ä-vis afixed horizon of existence. 
What, from among his writings, first suggests itself as testimony to his increasingly 
conscious reflections about his own life and the development of his thoughts, is Dopisy 
Olze, a collection of letters Havel wrote his wife Olga when he was in jail and which 
therefore represents the focal point of this analysis. 

E C O N O M I C S I N C Z E C H O S L O V A K I A , 1 9 4 5 - 1 9 9 0 

Jiří Kost a 

Whereas in the immediate aftermath of World War II, Czech political economy 
took up the pluralist tradition of the First Republic, approaches other than Marxist 
were completely suppressed after the February 1948 coup ďétat. Critical voices que-
stioning the Stalinist version of Marxism, but not Marxist political economy as such, 
did only come to the fóre in the second half of the 1950s, when the flaws of a Soviet-
style "command economy" became increasingly apparent. Under the leadership of 
Ota Šik, a group of reformist economists went on from criticizing the command 
system to developing the model of a "socialist market economy", which became the 
basis of the economic reforms climaxing in the Prague Spring of 1968. 

With the reformist movement having ben quenched by military force, economies in 
the ČSSR were again organized strictly after the Soviet model, no departure whatso-
ever being permitted. Only after a considérable hiatus were alternative theoretical 
approaches, tentatively at first, once more put forward in specialist circles, a process 
which in the research sector, with the passage of time and primarily in the second half 
of the 1980s, went even further than merely putting forward ideas of a third way 


