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V I C T O R Y A N D D E F E A T : 
E C O N O M I C N A T I O N A L I S M I N S L O V A K I A B E F O R E 1918 

Roman Holec 

In this contribution , th e relationshi p between industrializatio n and its social 
and economi c effects on on e han d and th e rise of nationalis t thinkin g on th e othe r is 
analyzed . At th e outset , th e autho r note s tha t "beginnin g with th e early 19th Centur y 
economi c antagonism , tied as it was to growing nationalism , acquire d a nationa l 
(political ) dimensio n and , conversely , nationa l (political ) conflict s had thei r economi c 
aspect s as well", whenc e he derives his notio n of economi c nationalis m as a "concep t 
or movemen t in which politica l and economi c aspect s were glued togethe r by na-
tiona l emotions" . No w th e autho r proceed s to examin e th e "offensive" as well as th e 
"defensive" sides of this phenomeno n in th e Habsbur g monarchy , where he deals 
with th e político-economi c conflict s between th e two part s of th e Empir e and 
with Hungaro-Slova k and Slovak-Czec h economi c relations . H e conclude s tha t 
after th e foundin g of Czechoslovakia , inherite d politico-economi c conflict s and dis-
proportion s had a stron g and lasting influenc e on th e relationshi p between Czech s 
and Slovaks. 

F R E E M A S O N R Y A N D M O D E R N I Z A T I O N 
I N E A R L Y 2 0 T H C E N T U R Y S L O V A K I A 

L'ubomir L ip ták 

Followin g decade s in which th e lodges concentrate d on philantropi c activities and 
supportin g th e arts , it was no t before the 1890s tha t Freemasonr y entere d public con -
sciousness , in connectio n with th e disput e abou t th e so-calle d ecclesiastica l legislation 
in Hungary , and at th e beginnin g of th e 20th Centur y a debat ě starte d in th e lodges 
on th e issue of Masoni c participation , bot h by lodges and by individua l members , 
in th e social change s underway . By analyzin g tha t debat ě in term s of social history , 
th e presen t contributio n offers rare insight s int o a cultura l and historica l dimensio n 
of Slovák life before World War I . Th e issue of th e actua l significance of Masoni c 
influenc e is also treated , with regiona l and social difference s being taken int o consi -
deration . 

S L O V A K I A A N D T H E C Z E C H O S L O V A K 
A D M I N I S T R A T I O N 

Leon Sokolovský 

Nonwithstandin g a continuou s histor y of Slovák settlemen t on th e territor y of 
today' s Slovák Republic , beginnin g as early as th e 6th Centur y A. D. , Slovaks lacked a 
sovereign statě of thei r own after th e expulsion , in 833, of Princ e Pribin a of Nitr a by 
th e Moravia n duke , Mojmí r I , and thi s Situatio n lasted unti l well int o th e 20th Century . 
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This Situation was reflected in there being no Slovák national administration. This was 
different at regional level, where certain elements of the Slovák territorial administra-
tion did exist as long as 1918. The author of the present contribution first offers an out-
line of historie developments, before progressing to discuss all twelve administrative 
reforms implemented in Slovakia after the establishing of the Czechoslovak State. 
That all these reforms were coneeived by persons with no firsthand knowledge of the 
local Situation, that they neglected geographical facts and the natural pattern of settle-
ment, and that they were even instituted without the population consenting expressly 
or at least tacitly is, aecording to the author, one of the reasons for Czechoslovakia 
eventually breaking up. 

S L O V A K I A ' S I M P O R T A N C E F O R T H E G E R M A N R E I C H , 
1 9 3 9 - 1 9 4 5 

Tatjana Tö nsmeyer 

This contribution is based on a master's dissertation submitted at Marburg univer-
sity in 1994. The author attempts to counter a notion not infrequently found in pub-
lished studies, aecording to which the establishing of a Slovák State in March, 1939, was 
but a by-produet of the dissolution of Czechoslovakia and the institution of the "Pro-
tectorate" over Bohemia and Moravia. She analyzes what specific political, military, 
and economic importance the Slovák State had for the Third Reich, examining in parti-
cular the realm of political propaganda. The most important factors being considered 
are Slovakia's funetion as a "showease" of the Reich, the role attached to Slovakia 
within German plans for a new order in the Danube region, Slovák partieipation in the 
Holocaust and in the military Operations of the Reich as well as the Slovák contribu-
tion to Germany's wartime economy. What finally emerges is the picture of Slovakia 
as the ideal "satellite". 

T H E D E P O R T A T I O N O F S L O V Á K J E W S , 1 9 4 4 - 4 5 

Gila Fatran 

Deportation of Jews from Slovakia in 1942 was brought to a close with the transport 
of a group of mentally ill persons on October 20 of that year. When, in 1943 and in the 
spring of 1944, the Germans raised the demand that the transports be reinstated, the so-
called working group that had sought cessation of the transports in 1942, sueeeeded in 
garnering effective support and, in some cases, managed to stave off the threat. In the 
Slovák cabinet meetings of September 11 and 15,1944, the decision was taken to con-
centrate the Jews resident within Slovák boundaries in the camp Sered, the one camp 
which after the outbreak of the Slovák National Uprising was not on rebel territory. 
The author traces the destiny of some 25 000 Jews living in Slovakia at that time, of 
whom around 14500 where deported and eventually killed, with particular attention 
being devoted to the multitudnous reactions from abroad. 


