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W O M E N , JEW S A N D G E R M A N S : 
O U T S I D E R S I N T H E O L D C Z E C H  UNGUENTARIUS 

Alfred Thomas 

Jarmil a F.Veltrusky' s Mastičkář. A Sacred Farce from Medieval Bohemia (1985) 
represent s th e mos t detaile d stud y of th e two extan t fragment s of th e Latin-Czec h 
medieva l dram a Unguentarius (Mastičkář)  from c. 1340. Veltrusky is surely correc t 
to maintai n tha t th e Unguentarius reconcile s th e comi c potentia l of f arce with th e reli-
gious power of spirituá l drama . Aecordin g to Veltrusky, obscenit y assumes th e bakh -
tinia n form of universa l mocker y of all social categorie s wherea s Alfred Thoma s dis-
cern s a distinctio n between an unmarke d and unmocke d Czech-speakin g ethni c majo-
rity (of nobleme n and peasants ) and a mocke d categor y of Outsider s (prostitutes , old 
women , German s and Jews). These outsider s are conflate d metonymicall y throug h 
th e denigrate d sexual and scatologica l imagery of lower bodily part s (anus , male and 
f emale genitalia ) which are implicitl y contraste d with th e sacred bodily part s of th e head 
(th e locus of anointing) , th e ehest and th e arms . Analogously, th e play distinguishe s 
between th e denigrate d discours e of th e outsider s and th e elevated discours e of th e 
sacred characters , a distinctio n which goes beyon d th e Latin-vernacula r dichotom y 
to encompas s Germa n and even mock-Hebrew . Wherea s for Veltrusky obscenit y 
function s as a mean s of subvertin g social contro l from below, for Thoma s ther e is a 
collusion between th e autho r and his audienc e in oppressin g th e powerless outsider s 
for th e benefit of th e majority . Finally , Thoma s discusses th e prevalenc e of th e samé 
mod e of exclusion in contemporar y populä r cultur e as manifeste d in television and 
cinema , seeing Inversion bot h as th e definin g trop e of exclusion and th e ideologica l 
link between medieva l forms of obscenit y and thei r moder n secular equivalent . 

M A R T I N L U T H E R I N T H E L I B R A R I E S O F B O H E M I A N 
B U R G H E R S C . 1 6 0 0 : T O W A R D T H E R E C E P T I O N A N D 

I N F L U E N C E O F L U T H E R ' S T E A C H I N G 

Olga Fejtová and Jiří P esek 

In th e religiously tolaran t climat e of th e Bohemia n township s in th e secon d half of 
th e sixteent h and beginnin g of th e seventeent h centuries , th e great confessiona l histor y 
played a far less significant role tha n th e local and , above all, individua l lives of particu -
lar burghers . Th e author s of thi s articl e have analysed 1364 wills of th e burgher s of Pra -
gue and Loun y between 1550 and 1620 where the y discovered 519 inventarie s of per -
sona l libraries. Luther' s works are prominen t in sixteen percen t of these libraries; 
these are predominantl y in German , seldom in Latin and very rarely in Czech . Luthe r 
was amongs t th e mos t widely read author s in Pragu e and Louny , mor e populä r tha n 
Joh n Hu s and othe r Bohemia n writers. Mos t numerou s are his postils, his catechism , 
his sermon s and , of course , his Germa n translatio n of th e Bible. Even his collecte d 
works were owned in Prague . No t present , however , are his mos t importan t writings 
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on Church politics. After 1600 the number of his works in library inventaries notably 
declines and after 1620 they disappear altogether, although morc up-to-date Lutheran 
authors continued to be read until the end of the seventeenth Century. 

I N T E G R A T I O N A N D I N T E G R I T Y : 
T H E B O H E M I A N L A N D S A N D T H E " I M P E R I A L " I D E A 

I N A D A L B E R T S T I F T E R ' S WITIKO 

Wolfgang Müller-F unk 

This new reading of Adalbert Stifter's novel Witiko (originally published in three 
volumes between 1865 and 1867) reveals an interpretation of topical significance. In 
the context of central Europe integration and integrity become the decisive polar 
opposite concepts which determine the relationship between the medieval Bohemian 
Kingdom and the universalism of the German Empire. The events narrated in Stifter's 
Witiko provide a foil for those problems which arose in the nineteenth Century: the 
contradiction between national emancipation and the universalism of the (Habsburg) 
Empire. Stifter's position, which occludes the problems of linguistic difference, is iro-
nically conciliatory. His novel presents the attempt to integrate the Other into the col-
lective memory of the German-speaking peoples, while he - conversely - recognizing 
the Bohemian desire for their own integrity - makes a plea for integration in the name 
of equal rights. Just as Stifter treated the problems of his time in the guise of medieval 
events (including the problém of rights, justice and democracy), so can his novel be 
understood today as a historical model for topical issues which in the consciousness of 
a long European line of continuity are still pressing - especially after 1989. 

M A R C H 4 , 1919 
T O W A R D T H E F O R M A T I O N O F A S U D E T E N G E R M A N 

I D E N T I T Y 

Karl Braun 

The events of March 4, 1919, the Bohemian German generál strike called by the 
Social Democrats and its bloody suppression (with almost sixty dead) have received 
almost no research from scholars. The present essay attempts to provide the first sur-
vey of the historical circumstances and to represent their differing significance for 
Czechs and Germans: the German reaction to the foundation of the Czechoslovak 
State, the occupation of the German regions and the introduction of Czechoslovak 
currency as well as the events of March 4 in individual towns (Eger, Karlsbad, Kaaden 
and Sternberg). March 4 has had a particularly strong psychological and historical 
impact on the Germans: on the one hand, it drove home to the Bohemian Germans, 
who before 1918 had simply seen themselves as Germans in the cisleithan part of the 


