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on Church politics. After 1600 the number of his works in library inventaries notably 
declines and after 1620 they disappear altogether, although morc up-to-date Lutheran 
authors continued to be read until the end of the seventeenth Century. 

I N T E G R A T I O N A N D I N T E G R I T Y : 
T H E B O H E M I A N L A N D S A N D T H E " I M P E R I A L " I D E A 

I N A D A L B E R T S T I F T E R ' S WITIKO 

Wolfgang Müller-F unk 

This new reading of Adalbert Stifter's novel Witiko (originally published in three 
volumes between 1865 and 1867) reveals an interpretation of topical significance. In 
the context of central Europe integration and integrity become the decisive polar 
opposite concepts which determine the relationship between the medieval Bohemian 
Kingdom and the universalism of the German Empire. The events narrated in Stifter's 
Witiko provide a foil for those problems which arose in the nineteenth Century: the 
contradiction between national emancipation and the universalism of the (Habsburg) 
Empire. Stifter's position, which occludes the problems of linguistic difference, is iro-
nically conciliatory. His novel presents the attempt to integrate the Other into the col-
lective memory of the German-speaking peoples, while he - conversely - recognizing 
the Bohemian desire for their own integrity - makes a plea for integration in the name 
of equal rights. Just as Stifter treated the problems of his time in the guise of medieval 
events (including the problém of rights, justice and democracy), so can his novel be 
understood today as a historical model for topical issues which in the consciousness of 
a long European line of continuity are still pressing - especially after 1989. 

M A R C H 4 , 1919 
T O W A R D T H E F O R M A T I O N O F A S U D E T E N G E R M A N 

I D E N T I T Y 

Karl Braun 

The events of March 4, 1919, the Bohemian German generál strike called by the 
Social Democrats and its bloody suppression (with almost sixty dead) have received 
almost no research from scholars. The present essay attempts to provide the first sur-
vey of the historical circumstances and to represent their differing significance for 
Czechs and Germans: the German reaction to the foundation of the Czechoslovak 
State, the occupation of the German regions and the introduction of Czechoslovak 
currency as well as the events of March 4 in individual towns (Eger, Karlsbad, Kaaden 
and Sternberg). March 4 has had a particularly strong psychological and historical 
impact on the Germans: on the one hand, it drove home to the Bohemian Germans, 
who before 1918 had simply seen themselves as Germans in the cisleithan part of the 


