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on Church politics. After 1600 the number of his works in library inventaries notably 
declines and after 1620 they disappear altogether, although morc up-to-date Lutheran 
authors continued to be read until the end of the seventeenth Century. 

I N T E G R A T I O N A N D I N T E G R I T Y : 
T H E B O H E M I A N L A N D S A N D T H E " I M P E R I A L " I D E A 

I N A D A L B E R T S T I F T E R ' S WITIKO 

Wolfgang Müller-F unk 

This new reading of Adalbert Stifter's novel Witiko (originally published in three 
volumes between 1865 and 1867) reveals an interpretation of topical significance. In 
the context of central Europe integration and integrity become the decisive polar 
opposite concepts which determine the relationship between the medieval Bohemian 
Kingdom and the universalism of the German Empire. The events narrated in Stifter's 
Witiko provide a foil for those problems which arose in the nineteenth Century: the 
contradiction between national emancipation and the universalism of the (Habsburg) 
Empire. Stifter's position, which occludes the problems of linguistic difference, is iro-
nically conciliatory. His novel presents the attempt to integrate the Other into the col-
lective memory of the German-speaking peoples, while he - conversely - recognizing 
the Bohemian desire for their own integrity - makes a plea for integration in the name 
of equal rights. Just as Stifter treated the problems of his time in the guise of medieval 
events (including the problém of rights, justice and democracy), so can his novel be 
understood today as a historical model for topical issues which in the consciousness of 
a long European line of continuity are still pressing - especially after 1989. 

M A R C H 4 , 1919 
T O W A R D T H E F O R M A T I O N O F A S U D E T E N G E R M A N 

I D E N T I T Y 

Karl Braun 

The events of March 4, 1919, the Bohemian German generál strike called by the 
Social Democrats and its bloody suppression (with almost sixty dead) have received 
almost no research from scholars. The present essay attempts to provide the first sur-
vey of the historical circumstances and to represent their differing significance for 
Czechs and Germans: the German reaction to the foundation of the Czechoslovak 
State, the occupation of the German regions and the introduction of Czechoslovak 
currency as well as the events of March 4 in individual towns (Eger, Karlsbad, Kaaden 
and Sternberg). March 4 has had a particularly strong psychological and historical 
impact on the Germans: on the one hand, it drove home to the Bohemian Germans, 
who before 1918 had simply seen themselves as Germans in the cisleithan part of the 
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Habsburg Monarchy, the shocking realization that they now belonged to a minority 
within a Czech-dominated State; on the other hand, the events strengthened their inner 
sense of solidarity. Around the mythology of March 4,1919, the identity of the Bohe-
mian Germans was crystallized for the first time as Sudeten German and even today it 
has continued to exercise - albeit on a unconscious level - an important influence on 
the Sudetengermans' understanding of themselves. 

T O W A R D A " P O S T M O D E R N " M I D D L E A G E S : 
O N N E W W A Y S O F R E A D I N G O L D T E X T S 

Jelko Peters 

The present article explores the applicability of innovative, postmodern methods 
for the study of the Middle Ages with reference to the examples provided by the so-call-
ed "New Philology" and the first two volumes of Peter Czerwinski's Habilitations-
schrift "Examples from the History of Perception." After a short introduction concern-
ing the necessity, problems and issues of transdisciplinary approaches, the author 
reports on the two main theses of the "New Philology." These consist of the assump-
tion that, firstly, the question of the medieval author is not justified and that, secondly, 
everymanuscripthas equalvalueinthescienceof editing. Furthermore, editing aecord-
ing to the principle that some manuscripts are more important than others must be 
seen as a scientific anachronism; instead, new ways ahead will be forged with studies 
of the history of textual transmission and new medial techniques. Finally, a transdisci-
pline approach is demonstrated with the example of Czerwinski's study. This new 
approach points to the historicity of our modern coneept of signs and the aggregative 
perception of time and space in the Middle Ages. Further, the author highlights the 
contradictions which Czerwinski's work has uncovered in estabhshed research. 

G E R M A N S C H O O L S F O R B A C K W A R D C H I L D R E N I N 
T H E B O H E M I A N L A N D S : 

A N E X E M P L A R Y A S P E C T O F S C H O O L P O L I C Y 

Herwig Bai er 

The systém of schooling backward German children in the Bohemian lands has at 
best received only cursory treatment. In each of the three stages of development, with 
their differing State authorities (Austria-Hungary, the Czechoslovak First Republic 
and the Reichsgau Sudetenland as part of Nazi Germany), there is a typical pattern of 
ineeption and development, especially as far as the systém of schooling backward 
children is concerned. Although the first such schools were set up for exclusively 
pedagogic and didactic reasons, very soon this special kind of school became an object 
of political and even ideological influence and argument. Conservative circles rejeeted 
special schools for backward children out of hand, socialist groups supported them. 


