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Habsburg Monarchy, the shocking realization that they now belonged to a minority 
within a Czech-dominated State; on the other hand, the events strengthened their inner 
sense of solidarity. Around the mythology of March 4,1919, the identity of the Bohe-
mian Germans was crystallized for the first time as Sudeten German and even today it 
has continued to exercise - albeit on a unconscious level - an important influence on 
the Sudetengermans' understanding of themselves. 
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The present article explores the applicability of innovative, postmodern methods 
for the study of the Middle Ages with reference to the examples provided by the so-call-
ed "New Philology" and the first two volumes of Peter Czerwinski's Habilitations-
schrift "Examples from the History of Perception." After a short introduction concern-
ing the necessity, problems and issues of transdisciplinary approaches, the author 
reports on the two main theses of the "New Philology." These consist of the assump-
tion that, firstly, the question of the medieval author is not justified and that, secondly, 
everymanuscripthas equalvalueinthescienceof editing. Furthermore, editing aecord-
ing to the principle that some manuscripts are more important than others must be 
seen as a scientific anachronism; instead, new ways ahead will be forged with studies 
of the history of textual transmission and new medial techniques. Finally, a transdisci-
pline approach is demonstrated with the example of Czerwinski's study. This new 
approach points to the historicity of our modern coneept of signs and the aggregative 
perception of time and space in the Middle Ages. Further, the author highlights the 
contradictions which Czerwinski's work has uncovered in estabhshed research. 
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The systém of schooling backward German children in the Bohemian lands has at 
best received only cursory treatment. In each of the three stages of development, with 
their differing State authorities (Austria-Hungary, the Czechoslovak First Republic 
and the Reichsgau Sudetenland as part of Nazi Germany), there is a typical pattern of 
ineeption and development, especially as far as the systém of schooling backward 
children is concerned. Although the first such schools were set up for exclusively 
pedagogic and didactic reasons, very soon this special kind of school became an object 
of political and even ideological influence and argument. Conservative circles rejeeted 
special schools for backward children out of hand, socialist groups supported them. 


