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T H E RISORGIMENTO O F T H E O T H E R S : 
I T A L I A N O P I N I O N O N T H E E M A N C I P A T I O N P R O C E S S 

I N C E N T R A L A N D S O U T H E A S T E U R O P E 

Christiane Liermann 

This article examines attitudes and conceptions of Italian intellectuals towards the 
culture and the political goals and ambitions of the Slav peoples in the first half of the 
19th Century. Whereas the rather moderate viewed the Habsburg monarchy as a stabi-
lizing factor in Southeast Europa, the more radical exponents of the liberationist 
movement, among them Giuseppe Mazzini, sought to mould the nations under Habs­
burg rule - especially the Slavs and the Italians - into a group tied together by common 
goals of resistance and emancipation. Leaving asidepure ideological agitation and con-
siderations of political power, it was principally the poet Niccolö Tommaseo with his 
Dalmatian roots who understood the necessity of intercultural understanding, which 
he saw threatened by ethnic and inter-nation conflict. 

T H E C A P I T A L C I T Y O F M O R A V I A A R O U N D 1800 A N D T H E 
B R N O C H A P T E R O F T H E AUGUSTINER-EREMITEN 

Dušan Uhlíř 

For quite a long time, the two towns of Brno (elevated to municipal Status in 1243 
by King Václav I) and Olomouc, vied for the first place among the towns of Moravia, 
with Brno becoming the capital only during the Thirty Years' War. In the second half 
of the seventeenth and during the entire eighteenth Century Brno enjoyed a prospering 
economy, which, to a lesser degree, continued into the nineteenth Century. Above all, 
it was the textile and later the machine building industry that boomed. Mostly due to 
its fine cloth products, Brno became known as the „Austrian Manchester", and went 
on to become one of the most important industrial regions of the Habsburg monarchy 
in the nineteenth Century. This extraordinary economic boom was a accompanied by 
a considerable development in the intellectual sphere also. From the era of enlighten-
ment onwards, Brno had witnessed activities of learned societies, Masonic lodges and 
scientific associations, with the so-called Ackerbaugesellschaft (agricultural society) 
becoming the most widely-known. The chapter of the monachic order of the Augusti­
ner-Eremiten in the old part of Brno became an important centre of intellectual life 
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in Brno. Many prominent scholars worked there, one of them being Johann Gregor 
Mendel. The author of this contribution focuses on the parallelity of important scien­
tific accomplishments by members of the order on one hand and the attempts by the 
ecclesiastical hierarchy at checking independent thinking and the quest for freedom on 
the other. 

T H E DEUTSCHBÖHMEN R E G I O N A L G O V E R N M E N T 
A N D T H E R I G H T T O S E L F - D E T E R M I N A T I O N , 1 9 1 8 - 1 9 1 9 

Susanne Maurer-Horn 

On October 29,1918, the greatest area of ethnic German settlement in Bohemia was 
constituted as Deutschböhmen province, and a provincial government was set up 
which existed for almost eleven months. It tried in vain to prevent Deutschböhmen 
from being included into the territory of the Czechoslovak statě. What has hitherto 
rather been overlooked is the disputes within this regional government for Deutsch­
böhmen, and whether its politics were in keeping with what the population of the pro­
vince wanted. Taking recourse to the proceedings of the provincial government and 
the reports of the Prague ambassador of the German Reich, consul Baron Fritz von 
Gebsattel, it is possible to show that the provincial government, especially in the first 
months of its tenure, could not be sure where the population of Deutschböhmen 
would lean in čase of a referendum. There had to be a "natioanl awakening" first. Al-
though both Conservatives and Social Democrats, who were cooperating for the first 
time in the framework of the provincial government, f ought for the right to self-deter-
mination for Deutschböhmen, they understood this differently, as is apparent from 
the propaganda publications examined. This was possible because the formula of a 
nation's right to self-determination left a margin for interpretation which could 
accommodate both popular-nationalistic and democratic views. 

G E R M A N Y , I T A L Y , A N D C Z E C H O S L O V A K I A 
D U R I N G T H E I N T E R W A R Y E A R S 

Manfred Alexander 

There is hardly a common denominator for the relations between these three 
nations. The author thus selected five problém areas with the aim of sketching the 
interests of the different nations, námely the Stance taken respectively towards 
France, Yugoslavia, Austria, Poland, and the League of Nations. The basic pattern 
that emerges is that the ČSR sought to preserve the status quo as stipulated by the Ver­
sailles peace treaties, while Germany maintained a revisionist attitude, and Italy could 
be found on either side, depending on the problém in question. One problém common 
to all three nations is the existence of ethnic minorities within their boundaries, and in 
this respect Italy can be seen to suppress the Germans in South Tyrol, Germany chose 
to disregard the problém of the Sorbs in Lusatia, and Czechoslovakia enjoyed the 
most liberal regime of the interwar period. 


