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T H E G R E A T M O R A V I A N E M P I R E : T W O N E W S T U D I E S 

Markus Oster rieder 

Two recent studies, by Charles R. Bowlus and Martin Eggers respectively, are 
based upon István Boba's thesis from the 1960s, according to which the nucleus of the 
9th Century "Great Moravian empire" lay south of the Danube, the consequence being 
that "Czechoslovakiazation" of the "Great Moravian" history is something one has to 
assess as something purely ideological. Whereas Bowlus localizes the capital of Rasti-
slav's principality near Sirmium, for Eggers it is Marosvár on the Theiß river. Oster-
rieder critically reviews their theses, his principál objection being that those written 
sources which seemingly support a more southerly localization of the "Great Mora­
vian empire", are themselves an early kind of "Yugoslavism". In this regard Oster-
rieder points out how closely intertwined the discovery of the "Great Moravian" 
history in the 19th and 20th centuries was with the development of both Czechoslova-
kism and Yugoslavism. 

" T H E A U T H O R H A S T O BE O F C Z E C H O S L O V A K 
N A T I O N A L I T Y " - T H E C Z E C H A C A D E M Y AS S U P P O R T E R 

A N D S U P E R V I S O R O F T H E N A T I O N A L A R T S , 1 8 9 1 - 1 9 1 4 

ChristopherP. Storck 

Until autonomous statehood was reached, the activities of the Academy of the Arts 
and Sciences in the framework of the Czech national movement had a much stronger 
political orientation than was and is the čase in comparable institutions within esta-
blished European societies. The driving force, when the Academy was founded in 
1890, was the desire to get closer to what was perceived as the level of nations with an 
established cultural standing. Consequently, Class IV of the Academy was assigned 
the task of developing Czech Cultural life and propagating its achievements abroad. 
This task it fulfilled on the whole successfuUy, even though it was first and foremost a 
welf are service for prominent artists and their adherents. Its second function however, 
that of centrally directing the development of the arts in the country, it was able to ful-
fil but in a political sense. That its support went almost exclusively to proponents of 
an ethnic or nationalist orientation, has doubtless contributed to national consoli-
dation, but not to narrowing the distance to the leading European nations. 

C Z E C H H I S T O R Y I N G E R M A N H I S T O R I C A L J O U R N A L S : 
A Q U A N T I T A T I V E A N A L Y S I S 

Dieter Schallner 

Three German Journals, Historische Zeitschrift (HZ), Zeitschrift für Ostforschung 
and Bohemia, are the principál objects of this comparative analysis. The author makes 
the point that among German historians, interest in the history of the Bohemian lands 


