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T H E G R E A T M O R A V I A N E M P I R E : T W O N E W S T U D I E S 

Markus Oster rieder 

Two recen t studies , by Charle s R. Bowlus and Marti n Eggers respectively, are 
based upo n István Boba' s thesis from th e 1960s, accordin g to which th e nucleu s of th e 
9th Centur y "Grea t Moravia n empire " lay sout h of th e Danube , th e consequenc e being 
tha t "Czechoslovakiazation " of th e "Grea t Moravian " histor y is somethin g on e has to 
assess as somethin g purel y ideological . Wherea s Bowlus localizes th e capita l of Rasti -
slav's principalit y nea r Sirmium , for Eggers it is Marosvá r on th e Thei ß river. Oster -
riede r criticall y reviews thei r theses , his principá l objectio n being tha t thos e writte n 
source s which seemingly suppor t a mor e southerl y localizatio n of th e "Grea t Mora -
vian empire" , are themselve s an early kind of "Yugoslavism". In this regard Oster -
rieder point s ou t ho w closely intertwine d th e discovery of th e "Grea t Moravian " 
histor y in th e 19th and 20th centurie s was with th e developmen t of bot h Czechoslova -
kism and Yugoslavism. 

" T H E A U T H O R H A S T O BE O F C Z E C H O S L O V A K 
N A T I O N A L I T Y " - T H E C Z E C H A C A D E M Y AS S U P P O R T E R 

A N D S U P E R V I S O R O F T H E N A T I O N A L A R T S , 1 8 9 1 - 1 9 1 4 

ChristopherP. Storck 

Unti l autonomou s statehoo d was reached , th e activities of th e Academ y of th e Arts 
and Science s in th e framewor k of th e Czec h nationa l movemen t had a muc h stronge r 
politica l orientatio n tha n was and is th e čase in comparabl e institution s within esta-
blished Europea n societies . Th e driving force, when th e Academ y was founde d in 
1890, was th e desire to get closer to what was perceived as th e level of nation s with an 
established cultura l standing . Consequently , Class IV of th e Academ y was assigned 
the task of developin g Czec h Cultura l life and propagatin g its achievement s abroad . 
Thi s task it fulfilled on th e whole successfuUy, even thoug h it was first and foremos t a 
welf are service for prominen t artist s and thei r adherents . It s secon d functio n however , 
tha t of centrall y directin g th e developmen t of th e arts in th e country , it was able to ful-
fil but in a politica l sense. Tha t its suppor t went almos t exclusively to proponent s of 
an ethni c or nationalis t orientation , has doubtles s contribute d to nationa l consoli -
dation , but no t to narrowin g th e distanc e to th e leadin g Europea n nations . 

C Z E C H H I S T O R Y I N G E R M A N H I S T O R I C A L J O U R N A L S : 
A Q U A N T I T A T I V E A N A L Y S I S 

Dieter Schallner 

Thre e Germa n Journals , Historische Zeitschrift (HZ) , Zeitschrift für Ostforschung 
and Bohemia, are th e principá l objects of thi s comparativ e analysis. Th e autho r make s 
the poin t tha t amon g Germa n historians , interes t in th e histor y of th e Bohemia n land s 
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is confined mainly to the relatively small number of specialized Bohemists, principally 
those from the Collegium Carolinum or close to it. Analysis of book reviews in the 
HZ also shows that the growing interest discernible since the middle of the 1960s is 
obviously due to a new generation of historians, who have devoted a greater share of 
their work to non-German history in generál. However, the principál beneficiaries 
were Britain and France; the Bohemian lands, on the other hand, are among those 
countries usually accounting for less than ten percent of the total number of book 
reviews. With the Zeitschrift für Ostforschung, interest in the Bohemian lands ranked 
comparably low. This makes Bohemia the only Journal which, now as before, devotes 
extensive coverage to Czech historiography, with all epochs being taken into account, 
contemporary history enjoying a slight predominance. 

C H R O N I C L I N G T H E " V E L V E T R E V O L U T I O N " 
I N C Z E C H O S L O V A K I A 

Rüdiger Kipke 

Setting out with a brief history of the gestation of oppositional movements in com-
munist Czechoslovakia, the contribution then proceeds to the most important deve-
lopments in the political turnaround during the course of 1989. Among these are the 
mass demonstrations in the streets of Prague reaching their climax on November 17, 
the founding of the big populär movements in both Czech and Slovák parts of the 
nation, Civic Forum and Public against Violence respectively, as well as the reactions 
of the communist leadership to the domestic crisis becoming more and more acute. 
Finally, the process of the democratic Opposition factually assuming power is de-
scribed, starting when it was granted a circumscribed share of government. This was 
followed by Václav Havel being elected to the office of President and finally by the 
former Opposition receiving parliamentary majority when 1989 drew to a close. 


