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A N U N B I A S E D V I E W O N C Z E C H A N T I - F A S C I S M 

Ivan Pfaff 

Czech resistance against German occupation during World War II has never been 
held in high esteem. This is generálky put down to the fact that demolition by the Ger
mans in the Protectorate of Bohemia-Moravia was relatively minor, which in turn 
suggests, as the argument goes, a considerable degree of Czech collaboration. The pre
sent study about Czech social mentality in the 1930s by Ivan Pfaff is an attempt at cor-
recting distorted views of the so-called "anti-fascism", widespread as they are even 
today. Apart from a theoretical discussion of the terminology involved and a biblio-
graphy of the relevant studies by communist historians, Pfaff offers an analysis of the 
different forms of Czech dissent and Opposition, passive as well as active, against anti
liberal and anti-democratic views in the interwar period. 

M E D I A E V A L I A H I S T O R I C A B O H E M I C A 

Miloslav Polívka 

Mediaevalia Historica Bohemica (MHB) is a new non-periodical series of publica-
tions by the Historical Institute of the Czech Academy of Sciences. New, but not 
without precedent. The first MHB volume appeared in 1991, but the series is dosely 
related to the earlier Folia Historica Bohemica (FHB), the first volume of which ap
peared in 1979 and which was launched as a successor to yet another series, Mediaeva
lia Bohemica, which was banned in 1974. In this article, the author describes the quest 
of Prague-based medievalists for an adequate publishing platform, and he gives the gist 
of some of the studies that have appeared so far. 

J U L I U S F U Č Í K ' S D U A L D E A T H 

Peter Drews 

When the complete edition of Julius Fucik's Notes From Under the Gallows appeared 
in 1994, it offered an answer to decades of speculation about the authenticity, or other-
wise, of one of best known works of Czech postwar literatuře. Its author, Julius Fučík 
(1903-1943), a Journalist and author of literary reviews, was taken in custody in 
Prague on April 24, 1942, for being a leading figuře of Czech communist resistance, 
was sentenced to death in Berlin on August 25, 1943, and executed on September 9 in 
Plötzensee. During the period of detention, he took notes, which were smuggled out 
of prison. In postwar Czechoslovakia, these notes became one of the most important 
manifestations of communist hero worship. The present essay by Peter Drews offers, 
for the first time, a comprehensive history of the genesis and worldwide reception of 
the Fučík myth, and of of its end. The latest critical edition of the Notes, from this 
point of view, appears as "an atmospheric document of an extremely dark period, 
from the pen of an author whose tragic death is at least pardy due to politicical naivetč" 
and who, even after his death, became victim of "yet another dark age". 


