
SUMMARIES 

M A R I A T H E R E S A A N D T H E B O H E M I A N J E W S 

Stefan Plaggenborg 

With Maria Theresias eviction decree of December 18, 1744, difficult times lay 
ahead first for all Prague Jews and subsequently for Jewish people all over Bohemia. 
Soon however it became apparent that the eviction decision was intertwined with 
issues of corporate Opposition against attempts at systematizing absolutist rule and of 
diplomatic troubles caused by the succession wars and the loss of Silesia, and that it 
caused economic reverberations taking the form of lost business for Christian artisans 
in Prague and comparable troubles for the landed gentry. Especially with regard to the 
anti-centralization struggle of the Bohemian estates, the eviction became the object of 
contrasting interests, a fact which finally turned the scales in favour of the Jews who 
were allowed to return, in exchange for having to pay higher taxes, after three years' 
time. What made the difference in the end was the absolutist notion of what benefited 
the statě, not tolerance. Besides, Maria Theresa knew very well that absolutist rule 
needed a framework of generál rules and guidelines and that arbitrary acts such as the 
eviction of the Jews ran contrary to the reform efforts. The eviction, and its revo-
cation by the Empress, testify to the transitional character of Habsburg rule in the 
second half of the 18th Century. 

C U L T U R A L A F F I L I A T I O N A N D L I T E R A R Y T O P O L O G Y 

I N " B O Ž E N A " BY M A R I E V O N E B N E R - E S C H E N B A C H 

A N D " B A B I Č K A " BY B O Ž E N A N Ě M C O V Á 

Gudrun Langer 

In the works of Marie von Ebner-Eschenbach and Božena Němcová, t wo 19th-cen-
tury female writers from Bohemia, the former with a German background and the lat
ter Czech, there is a marked contrast between primary and secondary socio-cultural 
affiliation stemming from early experience. In both cases, Czech women of humble 
origin who filled in for the real mother had a decisive influence on early culture acqui-
sition. This study examines how the "unfitting" elements of the respective biogra-
phies, the close relationship to the Czech nanny in the case of Ebner and being an ille-
gitimate offspring of a noble family in the case of Němcová, are reflected, as far as 
topology, narrative perspective, axiology, and the treatment of the Surrogate mother 
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are concerned, in two works with autobiographic relevancy, námely "Božena" by 
Ebner and "Babička" by Němcová. Ebner's stratégy is that of inclusion of traits of 
Czech commoners in the world of the noble mansion. The lord-servant relationship is 
kind of glossed over by the inclusion in the noble family, but this results in national 
emancipation not taking place. Němcová, on the other hand, focuses on the sphere of 
the lower Czech strata, seeking isolation and national emancipation, with the aristo-
cratic world, the Castle, proportionally reduced in size, receding into the background, 
and with it the blemish of illegitimate lineage. But since it belongs to this secondary 
level, the national position of "Babička" cannot serve as a model for emulation. In 
their different ways, both writers offer specific, heterodox variants of the contrast be
tween the Castle and the village which, in the Central European environment, can be 
taken as an indicator of national and cultural affiliation. 

D E P O R T A T I O N O F J E W S I N A U T O N O M O U S S L O V A K I A 

O N N O V E M B E R 4 - 5 , 1938 

Eduard Nižňanský and Veronika Sine ková 

The tragédy of "dealing with the Jewish question in Slovakia" is usually viewed 
exclusively in connection with the Slovák national statě which was, however, founded 
only in 1939. This contributionaims atfurnishingproof that the methods of deportation 
then in use had been applied beforehand, in 1938, by the government of the autono-
mous Slovák region that was still part of Czechoslovakia. At that time, more than 7500 
Jewish people were sent to the regions that had been ceded by Slovakia, albeit not for 
long, since the Slovák government had to order them transported back in a matter of 
weeks or even days. When deportation of Jews to extermination camps set in four 
years later, the experience with handling deportation of large groups of people within 
a few days (how to prepare lists of deportees, assemble and transport those on the lists, 
set up and staff internment camps, coordinate activities between various governmental 
institutions, the HSLS party and the Hlinka Guards, confiscate Jewish property) camc 
in handy for the Slovák government. Political responsibility for the earlier deporta-
tions of 1938 rests exclusively with Jozef Tiso, since at the time there was no govern
ment institution capable of taking such decisions, and Tiso decided all by himself. 
Apart from that, the deportations were a violation of the Czechoslovak Constitution 
then still in force. 

C Z E C H H I S T O R Y T E X T B O O K S : 

IS T I M E R I P E F O R A C H A N G E ? 

David Čaněk 

In Prague in 1996, the author published the most comprehensive study of Czech 
post-Communist history textbooks for school usage so far written. In the present con-
tribution he offers, apart from a summary of his most important findings, an intro-


