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are concerned, in two works with autobiographic relevancy, námely "Božena" by 
Ebner and "Babička" by Němcová. Ebner's stratégy is that of inclusion of traits of 
Czech commoners in the world of the noble mansion. The lord-servant relationship is 
kind of glossed over by the inclusion in the noble family, but this results in national 
emancipation not taking place. Němcová, on the other hand, focuses on the sphere of 
the lower Czech strata, seeking isolation and national emancipation, with the aristo-
cratic world, the Castle, proportionally reduced in size, receding into the background, 
and with it the blemish of illegitimate lineage. But since it belongs to this secondary 
level, the national position of "Babička" cannot serve as a model for emulation. In 
their different ways, both writers offer specific, heterodox variants of the contrast be
tween the Castle and the village which, in the Central European environment, can be 
taken as an indicator of national and cultural affiliation. 

D E P O R T A T I O N O F J E W S I N A U T O N O M O U S S L O V A K I A 

O N N O V E M B E R 4 - 5 , 1938 

Eduard Nižňanský and Veronika Sine ková 

The tragédy of "dealing with the Jewish question in Slovakia" is usually viewed 
exclusively in connection with the Slovák national statě which was, however, founded 
only in 1939. This contributionaims atfurnishingproof that the methods of deportation 
then in use had been applied beforehand, in 1938, by the government of the autono-
mous Slovák region that was still part of Czechoslovakia. At that time, more than 7500 
Jewish people were sent to the regions that had been ceded by Slovakia, albeit not for 
long, since the Slovák government had to order them transported back in a matter of 
weeks or even days. When deportation of Jews to extermination camps set in four 
years later, the experience with handling deportation of large groups of people within 
a few days (how to prepare lists of deportees, assemble and transport those on the lists, 
set up and staff internment camps, coordinate activities between various governmental 
institutions, the HSLS party and the Hlinka Guards, confiscate Jewish property) camc 
in handy for the Slovák government. Political responsibility for the earlier deporta-
tions of 1938 rests exclusively with Jozef Tiso, since at the time there was no govern
ment institution capable of taking such decisions, and Tiso decided all by himself. 
Apart from that, the deportations were a violation of the Czechoslovak Constitution 
then still in force. 

C Z E C H H I S T O R Y T E X T B O O K S : 

IS T I M E R I P E F O R A C H A N G E ? 

David Čaněk 

In Prague in 1996, the author published the most comprehensive study of Czech 
post-Communist history textbooks for school usage so far written. In the present con-
tribution he offers, apart from a summary of his most important findings, an intro-
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duction to the discussions taking place on this subject among Czech historians and 
those interested in history. Scrutinizing half a dozen of the textbooks recommended 
by the Prague ministry of education, he shows which concept of history and what kind 
of language are predominantly ušed, the result being in many cases - at least this is 
what Čaněk found out - that the historical multitude of facets belonging to Bohe
mian and Moravian society is overlooked and a one-dimensional, homogeneus con
cept of nation takés center stage. Examining the perception and reception of the text
books by the public, Čaněk draws attention to the Czech historians (for instance Jan 
Křen, Jiří Rak and Petr Čornej), and criticizes complacency and a lack of problém 
awareness in the Czech historical Community. Upon which he bases his demand: "The 
place of the scholar should not be somewhere beside society, separated from public 
occurences, but, on the contrary, in the very centre of these events. Otherwise his 
intellectual potential is wasted." 

N E W L I T E R A T U Ř E O N T H E E X P U L S I O N O F G E R M A N S 

Otfrid Pustejovsky 

This is a detailed examination of five new publications by Czech and Slovák authors 
on discrimination, particularly in a legal sense, against Germans in Czechoslovakia 
after World War II and their subsequent expulsion, námely two studies by Tomáš Sta
něk, one dealing with the so-called "wild expulsions" between May und August, 1945, 
and the other with his exhaustive treatment of internment and forced-labour camps in 
Czechoslovakia 1945-48, a big monograph by Emilia Hrabovec on the expulsion of 
Germans from Moravia 1945-47, and two studies with a more regional focus, one by 
Milan Skřivánek on the Zwittau region and the other by Vojtěch Zampach on Brno 
1945. The reviewer reaches the conclusion that as far as the expulsion is concerned 
Czech and Slovák scholars have named the big issues, opened up relevant archive 
materials, taken into account political implications and named the sociological and 
ethical questions involved, using common yardsticks for their verdict. What is still 
lacking, however, is a "comprehensive reaction from German (or German-language) 
scientific quarters". 

C Z E C H L E G I S L A T I O N C O N C E R N I N G S T O C K 

C O M P A N I E S , 1 9 4 5 - 1 9 8 9 

Joachim Lang 

Nationalization of the Czech economy, which had begun as early as 1945, reached 
medium and small firms three years later. The Communist takeover of 1948 put an end 
to decades of successful industrial development in the Bohemian lands, which had 
become an established partner on a global scale. Subsequently, the existing laws 
governing public companies, which followed the German model, were superseded by 
a skeleton law, which in all its brevity (20 sections) and simplicity was a reflection of 


