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duction to the discussions taking place on this subject among Czech historians and 
those interested in history. Scrutinizing half a dozen of the textbooks recommended 
by the Prague ministry of education, he shows which concept of history and what kind 
of language are predominantly ušed, the result being in many cases - at least this is 
what Čaněk found out - that the historical multitude of facets belonging to Bohe­
mian and Moravian society is overlooked and a one-dimensional, homogeneus con­
cept of nation takés center stage. Examining the perception and reception of the text­
books by the public, Čaněk draws attention to the Czech historians (for instance Jan 
Křen, Jiří Rak and Petr Čornej), and criticizes complacency and a lack of problém 
awareness in the Czech historical Community. Upon which he bases his demand: "The 
place of the scholar should not be somewhere beside society, separated from public 
occurences, but, on the contrary, in the very centre of these events. Otherwise his 
intellectual potential is wasted." 

N E W L I T E R A T U Ř E O N T H E E X P U L S I O N O F G E R M A N S 

Otfrid Pustejovsky 

This is a detailed examination of five new publications by Czech and Slovák authors 
on discrimination, particularly in a legal sense, against Germans in Czechoslovakia 
after World War II and their subsequent expulsion, námely two studies by Tomáš Sta­
něk, one dealing with the so-called "wild expulsions" between May und August, 1945, 
and the other with his exhaustive treatment of internment and forced-labour camps in 
Czechoslovakia 1945-48, a big monograph by Emilia Hrabovec on the expulsion of 
Germans from Moravia 1945-47, and two studies with a more regional focus, one by 
Milan Skřivánek on the Zwittau region and the other by Vojtěch Zampach on Brno 
1945. The reviewer reaches the conclusion that as far as the expulsion is concerned 
Czech and Slovák scholars have named the big issues, opened up relevant archive 
materials, taken into account political implications and named the sociological and 
ethical questions involved, using common yardsticks for their verdict. What is still 
lacking, however, is a "comprehensive reaction from German (or German-language) 
scientific quarters". 

C Z E C H L E G I S L A T I O N C O N C E R N I N G S T O C K 

C O M P A N I E S , 1 9 4 5 - 1 9 8 9 

Joachim Lang 

Nationalization of the Czech economy, which had begun as early as 1945, reached 
medium and small firms three years later. The Communist takeover of 1948 put an end 
to decades of successful industrial development in the Bohemian lands, which had 
become an established partner on a global scale. Subsequently, the existing laws 
governing public companies, which followed the German model, were superseded by 
a skeleton law, which in all its brevity (20 sections) and simplicity was a reflection of 


