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the small significance of the stock Company in the socialist economy. The necessity to 
obtain a licence, which was obligatory even for existing stock companies from the day 
the new law came into force in 1949, led to almost all of them being liquidated. Those 
that kept trading were reorganized in accordance with a standard statute. Typically, 
the post of director-general was created in addition to the existing Organs, the incum-
bent not being elected by the generál meeting of shareholders or some other organ of 
the Company, but appointed by the Minister of external trade to oversee business ac-
tivity. According to western criteria, these firms do not qualify as stock companies. 
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The aim of this article is to help historians overcome their reservations about makin g 
use of the enormous wealth of information on the Internet. Not only does the author 
list hardware and software requirements, he also offers some guidance through the 
realm of information becoming larger and more complex by the day, whereby this 
piece is specifically aimed at those historians who deal with the past and present of the 
Czech and Slovák nations. Here, those who so far abstained from using the Internet 
are provided with everything they need for mastering the great challenge: not only 
about the problems with Czech diacriticals, but also about online bibliographic refe
rence aids, about catchwords such as "Masaryk", minutes of the proceedings of the 
Czech diet or the Czechoslovak Parliament, newspaper editions, printed or online-
only, which may be called up on monitors in every living or working room, etc. 
Moreover, the author offers a regularly updated version of his paper - on the Internet, 
of course .,. 
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Last year, Christoph Boyer, Jaroslav Kučera, Ralf Gebel, Václav Kural, and Ronald 
M. Smelser presented their views concerning one of the most controversial topics in 
the present German-Czech dialogue1. The immediate cause for the debatě was a con-
tribution entitled Die Deutschen in Böhmen, die Sudetendeutsche Partei und der 
Nationalsozialismus (Germans in Bohemia, the Sudeten German Party, and National 
Socialism) by Christoph Boyer (Dresden) and Jaroslav Kučera (Prague)2, and the 

1 Die Sudetendeutsche Heimatfront (Partei) 1933-1938. Zur Bestimmung ihres politisch-ideo
logischen Standortes. BohZ 38/2 (1997) 357-385. 

2 Nationalsozialismus in der Region. Beiträge zur regionalen und lokalen Forschung und zum 


