
Summaries 239 

th e small significance of th e stock Compan y in the socialist economy . Th e necessit y to 
obtai n a licence , which was obligator y even for existing stock companie s from th e day 
th e new law cam e int o force in 1949, led to almos t all of the m being liquidated . Thos e 
tha t kept tradin g were reorganize d in accordanc e with a standar d statute . Typically, 
th e post of director-genera l was create d in additio n to th e existing Organs, th e incum -
ben t no t being electe d by th e generá l meetin g of shareholder s or some othe r organ of 
th e Company , but appointe d by th e Ministe r of externa l trad e to oversee business ac-
tivity. Accordin g to western criteria , these firms do no t qualify as stock companies . 
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Th e aim of thi s articl e is to help historian s overcom e thei r reservation s abou t makin g 
use of th e enormou s wealth of informatio n on th e Internet . No t onl y does th e autho r 
list hardwar e and software requirements , he also offers some guidanc e throug h the 
realm of informatio n becomin g larger and mor e comple x by th e day, whereb y thi s 
piece is specifically aimed at thos e historian s who deal with th e past and presen t of the 
Czec h and Slovák nations . Here , thos e who so far abstaine d from using th e Interne t 
are provide d with everythin g the y need for masterin g th e great challenge : no t only 
abou t th e problem s with Czec h diacriticals , but also abou t onlin e bibliographi c refe-
renc e aids, abou t catchword s such as "Masaryk", minute s of th e proceeding s of th e 
Czec h diet or th e Czechoslova k Parliament , newspape r editions , printe d or online -
only , which ma y be called up on monitor s in every living or workin g room , etc . 
Moreover , the autho r offers a regularly update d version of his pape r -  on th e Internet , 
of cours e ., . 
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Last year, Christop h Boyer, Jarosla v Kučera , Ralf Gebel , Václav Kural , and Ronal d 
M . Smelser presente d thei r views concernin g on e of th e mos t controversia l topic s in 
th e presen t German-Czec h dialogue 1. Th e immediat e cause for th e debat ě was a con -
tributio n entitle d Die Deutschen in Böhmen,  die Sudetendeutsche Partei und der 
Nationalsozialismus (German s in Bohemia , th e Sudete n Germa n Party , and Nationa l 
Socialism ) by Christop h Boyer (Dresden ) and Jarosla v Kučer a (Prague) 2, and the 

1 Die Sudetendeutsch e Heimatfron t (Partei ) 1933-1938. Zur Bestimmun g ihres politisch-ideo -
logischen Standortes . BohZ 38/2 (1997) 357-385. 

2 Nationalsozialismu s in der Region . Beiträge zur regionalen und lokalen Forschun g und zum 
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sharp criticism uttered by Friedrich Prinz in a review for the Frankfurter Allgemeine 
Zeitung3. The discussion on the pages of our Journal, in turn, triggered quite a few 
reactions among our readership. One of the most interesting comments was sent in by 
Wilfried Jilge, and this is published in the present issue. Jilge deals, first and foremost, 
with the political and ideological background of the Kameradschaftsbund (KB), an 
Organization which until about 1935/36 united some of the closest adherents of Konrad 
Henlein and exercised political leadership within the Sudetendeutsche Heimatfront 
(SHF). The dichotomy of "traditionalists" versus Nazi "radicals" as used by some 
researchers to signify a clear-cut divide between the KB and its opponents in the SHF 
prevents, according to this author, a critical assessment of ideological continuities and 
discontinuities, both existing between the national and Ständestaat ideology of the KB 
and National Socialism. The ideology of an authoritarian, corporate State in connect-
ion with the vision of German hegemony in Central Europe as cherished by the KB 
was in clear violation of the principles of liberal democracy which lay at the roots of 
the First Czechoslovak Republic, the admittedly justified criticism of its nationality 
policy nonwithstanding. 

internationalen Vergleich. Ed. by Horst Möl l e r , Andreas W i r s c h i n g , and Walter 
Ziegler . Munich 1996, 273-285. 

3 Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, August 15, 1996. 


