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with Soviet sources quoting figures between 513 and 91 560, and Czechoslovak diplo
mats lacking any possibility of doing meaningful research of their own in the Soviet 
Union. 

D I S C U S S I O N 

H I S T O R I A N S ' D I F F E R I N G V I E W S O N C Z E C H D E M O C R A C Y 

Eva Broklová, well-known Prague-based historian and head of the T . G . Ma
saryk Institute of the Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic, is the author of one 
of the most influential works on the First Czechoslovak Republic. At the same time, 
she belongs to the most outspoken critics of the analyses prepared in the Collegium 
Carolinum, home of the Bohemia Journal. Reacting on Eva Broklova's criticism, its 
editors asked the authors of the studies in question to elaboráte on their position. The 
present issue carries two studies by Eva Broklová and Statements by Ferdinand Seibt, 
Peter Heumos, and Eva Hahn, for the readers to make their own judgement. It is the 
hope of the editors that this will be the starting point of a broader debatě. The aim is a 
critical assessment of several aspects of the political systém of the First Republic, of 
continuities and discontinuities of Czech political culture in the twentieth Century, 
and of T. G. Masaryk's concept of democracy. Another question hopefully to be dis-
cussed is whether the perspectives and attitudes, and taken by Collegium Carolinum 
historians arc warranted or whether they are nothing but another form of German 
anti-Czech prejudice. 


