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LATIN CHRISTIANITY AROUND T H E YEAR 1000 

Manfred G e rwing 

This study defines the Situation of Latin Christianity around the year 1000 as a 
point in a historie process which contributed greatly to a medieval world that was 
differentiated, never uniform, but nevertheless characterised by numerous common 
phenomena. This complex and compheated development proeeeded in stages, 
which may be observed, albeit with a delay of some 100 years in between, in central 
areas as weh as at the periphery; with the outcome, around the beginning of the 
second mülennium, being an eventual stabüisation of what we even today, a thou-
sand years since, regard as the big famüy of European nations. In the first sub-
phase, which finahy became the first universal phase, new nations had come to the 
fore: Celts, Germans, and Slavs, influenced by Rome and Byzantium. Only in com-
prehensive, universal entities, formed as a result of quite lengthy developments and 
Consolidated around the year 1000, could the pohtical, historical, rehgious, intehec-
tual, artistic, cultural, and social hfe with its habits, custom and morals Hnk up to 
become Latin Christianity. The common European identity thus developed is vital 
even today - in a stränge mix of contrast and continuity. 

MAGDEBURG A N D ITS NEIGHBOURS 
IN T H E LIFETIME OF ST. ADALBERT 

Christian Lübke 

The great Slav uprising of 983 marked an important change in Magdeburgs rcla-
tions with its eastern Slav neighbours. Up to this point, there had been a certain 
continuity from when Magdeburg was first mentioned as a frontier setdement in 
805 to the institution of the Magdeburg archbishopric in 968. That Magdeburg 
looked indeed far out to the east, is best Ulustrated by the contacts that were estab-
Hshed with the Kievan princess Olga. Thus was caused the journey to the Kievan 
Rus by Adalbert, who would in due course become archbishop of Magdeburg, and 
this journey, with one staging-post being Libice, was a tarning point in the Hfe of 
Adalbert, who at that time reeeived the sacrament of confirmation. In the direct 
vicinity of Magdeburg, not only armed conflict, but also close, even personal rela-
tions between the Ottonian Emperors and Saxon nobility and members of the Slav 
eHtes existed before 983. The development of an ecclesiastical Organisation and of 
marches on the border had begun in 948. This was brought to an end, at least as far 
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as the territor y east of the Elbe river is concerned , by the uprisin g of 983, in which 
th e triba l coalitio n led by the Lutize n played a decisive part . Empero r Ott o II I and 
his Pohs h partners , Mieszko I and Boleslaw Chrobry , fought vigorously against the 
Lutizen , who obviously tolerate d a paraüel , on e might say competitive , developmen t 
of heathe n and Christia n cults. But this commo n pohcy , which culminate d in the 
Emperor' s pügrimage to th e grave of St. Adalbert at Gniezn o (Gnesen) , was 
abruptl y terminate d by the alhanc e between Henr y II and th e Lutize n in 1003. 

FRO M WENCESLA S T O ADALBER T - B E T W E E N T H E L E G E N D S 

JanaNechutová 

Thi s contributio n present s an internationa l public with the results of contempo -
rary Czec h researc h int o th e earhes t example s of Latin-languag e hagiograph y of 
Czec h saints, above aU St. Wenceslas and St. Adalbert . Th e hagiographie s of 
Wenceslas (and Ludmüla ) were (after the importan t editio n by Josef Pekař , 1906) 
mos t thoroughl y researche d by Jaroslav Ludvíkovský, professor of classical phüol -
ogy and medieva l studies at Brn o University . By applying pbilologica l methods , 
Ludvíkovský succeede d in provin g tha t th e legend of th e so-cahe d Christian belongs 
to the last decade s of the lOth Century . Hi s conclusion s and th e datin g were sup-
porte d and refined , in 1978, by th e historia n Duša n Třeštík . Th e mos t importan t 
result of thei r researc h int o th e Wenceslas legend is tha t bot h of the m estabhshe d 
Christian' s authenticity . 

Th e legends on Adalbert were (after Germa n studies by Mathüd e UhHr z and 
Richar d Wenskus, after th e Czec h Jan Vüikovsky and th e work edited in Polan d by 
Jadwiga Karwasiňska ) subject of a cohectio n of commente d translation s by Rosti -
slav Nov ý (1987) and the fundamenta l study Počátky Přemyslovců (Th e Beginning s of 
th e Přemysh d Dynasty ) by Duša n Třeštík (1997). Hagiographi e research has focused 
bot h on Adalberťs clerica l poHtic s durin g his tenur e as bishpp of Pragu e and on the 
problem s of datin g and definin g th e origin of th e text Versus de passione sancti Adal-
berti. 

ECCLESIASTICA L O R G A N I Z A T I O N I N NEUTR A 
I N T H E 9 t h T O l l t h CENTURIE S 

Ján Steinhübel 

Th e churc h tha t Pribina , th e first histori e princ e of Neutra , had buü t in 828, was 
mean t for use by his Christia n wife. Of Wühehnia n descent , she brough t th e cult of 
St. Emmera m to Neutra . In 883, the Neutr a region was conquere d by th e Moravia n 
princ e Mojmír , which brough t it int o the reach of Christia n missionarie s from Pas-
sau. In 880, th e secon d bishopri c of the Grea t Moravia n realm was estabhshe d at 
Neutra . Th e dissolutio n of the Grea t Moravia n nationa l Organisatio n after th e Slo-


