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N A Z I SPECIAL COURTS I N T H E " R E I C H S G A U S U D E T E N L A N D " , 
1940 - 1945, A N D T H E I R J U R I S D I C T I O N 

Freia Anders-Baudisch 

This article iš based on an examination of the Jurisdiction of the Nazi Special 
Courts at Eger (Cheb), Leitmeritz (Litoměřice), and Troppau (Opava), which func-
tioned in the so-cahed Reichsgau Sudetenland between 1940 and 1945. They conduc-
ted mainly trials pertaining to the law against insidious anti-state activities, the decree 
on exttaordinary measures concerning radio broadcasts, the ban on contacts with 
PoWs, the decree on wartime economy and the decree against "anti-social elements". 
Apart from describing difficulties and confHcts arising as a consequence of instaUing 
the Nazi legal systém in occupied territory, the aufhor Singles out the Eger court to 
furnish quantitative data and representative verdicts, thus demonstrating possible 
connections between the sanctions routinely apphed, progressive changes, the social 
Position of the convicts and the composition of the judiciary. Apparently, the Eger 
court may serve as a dependable model for the development of the institation of the 
Special Courts as a quasi-legal instrument for enforcing Nazi perceptions of society 
and racial hierarchy using the means of traditional bureaucracy, contributing as it did, 
the further into the war the more, to the reahsation of the hegemonial ambitions of 
the German Reich and to Jurisdiction becoming more and more arbitrary. 

T H E LIBRARY IN T H E R E S I E N S T A D T , 1942 - 1945 
T H E ROLE O F A R E A D I N G I N S T I T U T I O N IN T H E 

" F I N A L R E S O L U T I O N O F T H E JEWISH Q U E S T I O N " 

Karl Braun 

The present study represents the intersection of different research approaches in 
cultural science: the generál research into the extermination of European Jewry 
undertaken by the Nazis, research into culture and way of Hfe in the Theresienstadt 
"model ghetto", and, in the sphere of reading research, examining organizations, 
institutions and conditions of reading on the background of the genocidě. 

The principál target of the study is the question whether meaningful cktural work 
is possible in the face of the reign of totahtarianism and violence. The object selected 
is the "Jewish settlement" Theresienstadt, with its special role in the Nazi extermi
nation plan being taken into account. Theresienstadt, set up in 1941 as "famüy and 
destination camp" (no transports further east) for the Jews from Bohemia and 
Moravia with "seif administtation" by Prague Zionists, became the "Jewish old-age 
ghetto" of the whole Reich in 1942. The project of the Prague Zionists was jeopard-
ized by difficulties resulting from the Czech Jews being mixed with German and 
Austrian Jews. The specific Organization of die Theresienstadt Hbrary under Emü 
Utitz, however, had its merits as an attempt at reaching a settlement between differ-
ing national groups by purposeful cktural work. 


