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T H E O R G A N I Z A T I O N T O D T IN PRAGUE 

Stefan Laube 

The longer the war continued, the greater became the economic and strategie im
portance of the Bohemian region for Nazi Germany's wartime economy, which was 
in the process of becoming a planned economy. In the Protectorate, important 
plants of the machine-buüding industry were situated, while in the Reichsgau Sude
tenland, the synthetic oü plant at Brüx (Most) was the focus of Alhed bombing and 
Nazi countermeasures. A cornerstone of these reactions was the Organization Todt. 
Assigned to the Mnistry of Armament, but enjoying a great deal of independence, it 
combined technical know-how and entrepreneurial sktils with radier mihtary views 
and manners. 

The author examines the Organization Todt in order to kustrate some aspects of 
the wartime economy and the occupational regime in the Protectorate during the last 
year of the war which have been neglected so far. First, there is the question of or-
ganizational structure, in particular how to draw a Hne between the Prague-based 
"Einsatzgruppe VII" of the Organization Todt, which was also responsible for Süe-
sia, on one hand and "Wehrmacht", SS, Party branches and civil Service in the oceu-
pied territory on the other. But moral issues, such as the relentiess exploitation of 
non-nationals for the ihusory mihtary objectives of the Nazi regime, come to the 
fóre as weU. Including prison inmates and Jews, the use of forced labor in the Bo
hemian lands by the OT amounted to 70 000 persons. The circumstances in which 
these had to serve are a focal point of the present contribution. 

ANTIBARBAROS - J O H A N N E S URZIDIL'S C O N T R I B U T I O N S IN 
T H E M E D I A O F T H E C Z E C H O S L O V A K G O V E R N M E N T - I N - E X I L E , 

1 9 4 0 - 1945 

Gerhard Trapp and Peter Heumos 

During his London exüe from August 1939 until January 1941, Johannes Urzidü 
continued his journahstic work with critical contributions of a cultural and poHtical 
nature which were uneqkvocaUy directed at the Nazi regime. Obviously, they were 
written in the expectation that the Czechoslovak republic wokd continue to exist in 
a demoeratic way, including the German part of the population, once the war had 
ended. As had been prearranged with representatives of the Czechoslovak govern-
ment-in-exüe in London, his contributions in "Čechoslovák v Anghi" and other 
media ofthat government started to appear in March 1940. At first, Urzidü remained 
loyal to the politics of Edvard Beneš and kept his distance to the social demoeratic 
Sudeten German exüe in Britain headed by Wenzel Jaksch. Even after Urzidü arrived 
at his permanent exile in New York in February 1941, he continued to conttibute to 
the ČvA with the consent of Beneš. The changing positions of the government-in-
exile concerning the ethkc Germans in the ČSR after the war and the Sudeten Ger-


