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atre , startin g from its baroqu e origins. A traditio n which , in th e contex t of "nationa l 
rebirth" , was perceived as having an importan t politica l and cultura l mission . O n th e 
othe r hand , she Stresses th e importanc e of individua l teacher/puppeteer s and ama -
teur s experimentin g with educationa l and artisti c approaches . Bot h lines of traditio n 
are also presen t in th e contex t of German- , Polish - an d Hebrew-languag e puppe t 
theatr e in th e Bohemia n land s and in Czechoslovakia . Th e Performance s of Josef 
Skupa , however, derive thei r unmatche d individualit y from a combinatio n of tradi -
tiona l element s and th e innovative , experimenta l approac h of th e amateu r movemen t 
and especially some element s borrowe d from cabare t and burlesque . Since th e early 
20fl1 Century , ther e has been a multitud e of institution s which provid e an organiza -
tiona l framewor k for every aspect of puppe t theatr e cultur e and thu s mak e it possi-
ble to discuss puppe t theatr e as a contemporar y aspect of cultura l life. 

N O T A M A G N I F I C E N T R I D E 

Karel Hruza 

Th e presen t articl e is a critica l review of th e monograp h "Th e Magnificen t Ride . 
Th e Firs t Reformatio n in Hussit e Bohemia " (1998) by Thoma s A. Fudge . Thi s 
exhaustive synthesi s of Bohemia n reformatio n and Hussit e revolutio n is an ambi -
tiou s undertaking , its chapter s rangin g from "Bohemi a on th e Eve of th e Hussit e 
Movement " to th e change s tha t thi s movemen t brough t about . H o w Fudg e deals 
with source s and with literatuře , however, does no t always represen t curren t scien-
tific Standards . As a result , th e whole boo k is marre d by (to o many ) deficiencie s 
relatin g to th e presentatio n of facts, to quotation s an d to th e scientific apparatus . Th e 
chapter s pertainin g to structura l and intellectua l history , albeit raising some intri -
guing question s and offering ne w approaches , amon g the m communicatio n science 
and literac y research , are no t entirel y convincin g either . Moreover , th e language is 
no t as clear and to th e poin t as it coul d be. Summin g up , thi s boo k is neithe r a con -
vincin g synthesi s of contemporar y researc h no r a compellin g presentatio n of indivi-
dua l aspect s of th e Hussit e revolution . 

T H E C Z E C H - G E R M A N Q U E S T I O N W I T H H I N D S I G H T 

Josef Polišenský 

Examinin g his own biograph y and thos e of several member s of his family, Josef 
Polišensk ý make s it piain tha t nationa l utraquis m and bilingualism were no excep-
tion in th e Bohemia n land s an d in Moravi a even as late as th e interwa r period . And 
when individual s did profess affiliation to on e of th e two nationa l groups , thi s was 
often accidental , resultin g from biographi c coincidence , and no t always was it boun d 
to last a lifetime . Th e dictatorship s unde r which th e Czec h societ y lived from 
1938/3 9 onward s installed nationa l socialism as an instrumen t of power , th e result 
being a forced Separatio n of Czech s and Germans . In private and in small groups , 
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among historians for instance, national tolerance survived and contacts between the 
two peoples could be maintained. In very personal reminiscences of these contacts, 
Polišenský advocates a return to the traditional Czech-German fellowship - devoid 
of political calculation - which was frequently found in the Bohemian lands before 
the "national age". 

H O M A G E F O R V I L É M F L U S S E R 

Andreas Strähl 

Vilém Flusser, born in Prague in 1920, is known above all for his contributions to 
the theory of mass media. The article briefly sketches his biography and his most 
important works. Bereft of his Prague world and of his relatives, the Jewish student 
of philosophy experiences his flight to Brazil, in 1940, as a fall into an abyss. He 
commits himself to Brazilian culture, becomes professor of philosophy at Sao Paulo 
and publishes books and philosophic sketches, first in Brazil and then in Germany. 
In philosophic "scenes" he develops his theory of a sea change just taking place, 
from history as a product of literacy to post-history characterised by algorithms and 
technical charts. He attempts to counteract the threat posed by powerful device-ope-
rator complexes with dialogue which is to bring about a sense of purpose. In 1972, 
he goes to France. In 1983, his book "For a philosophy of photography" establishes 
his reputation as a leading proponent of the philosophy of Communications. In 1991, 
he travels to Prague, his home town, where he delivers a lecture at the Goethe-
Institut. On the way back, he is killed in an accident. 


