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R U S S I A ' S R O L E I N E U R O P E A C C O R D I N G 
T O F R I E D R I C H N A U M A N N A N D 

T O M Á Š G A R R I G U E M A S A R Y K 

Jens Breder 

In his book "Mitteleuropa" (Central Europe, 1915), Friedrich Naumann sketched 
a postwar order dominated by Germany. This was confronted by Tomáš G. Ma-
saryk's political treatise "Nová Evropa" (The New Europe), advocating a "Slav 
Standpoint". Both authors declined to accord Russia an active, creative role in the 
postwar order in central Europe. This essay uses textual analysis to determine to 
what extent Naumann and Masaryk harboured the notion of a looming "Russian 
danger" and used common anti-Russian stereotypes. The conclusions, however, 
which the two of them drew from the all-embracing antagonism between Russia and 
Europe, as they perceived it, differed: Whereas Naumann demanded that Russia be 
isolated under all circumstances, Masaryk stressed the necessity of peaceful coex-
istence and a policy of alliances. 
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A comparison between the election of Emperor Ferdinand II in 1619 and the 
attempt at electing his son, vivente imperatore, in 1630 clearly demonstrates the con-
stant effect on the electors' behaviour of anxiety about absolute imperial power. On 
one hand, the 1619 election pro ves the presumption that the House of Habsburg 
enjoyed, in the electors' eyes, a special relationship to the highest office in the em-
pire. On the other hand, it followed the tactic of electing an emperor who would be 
able to hold his own in the empire, but would be far from enjoying the sort of power 
which could jeopardize the electors' interests. A similar calculation governed the 
Regensburg Convention of 1630. As the Vienna court miscalculated its own freedom 
of action, Ferdinand II did not succeed in linking either the Wallenstein problém or 
the negotiations about the Mantuan war to his son's election. Even in the confession-
al era and despite all religious differences, the electors managed to combine forces 
against the emperor. The Regensburg Convention of electors therefore is an impor-
tant milestone in the struggle between the empire and its constituent principalities, 
where the electors, seeking to strengthen their own position, put up with a weaken-
ing of the empire in the emerging concert of powers. 


