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C Z E C H A N D G E R M A N - B O H E M I A N E M I G R A T I O N 
T O A M E R I C A 

Josef Polišenský 

The present article offers a survey of the development of Czech and German emi-
gration to the Americas up to the 1880s. As early as the 15* Century, scholars in the 
Bohemian Lands took an interest in the New World. The first travellers to America, 
in the 16th and 17th centuries, were mostly scholars as well. They were followed by 
members of religious bodies or minorities, who did often social work in America. 
Mass emigration from Bohemia to the Americas developed only after the failure of 
the 1848 revolution. Germans and Czechs alike left Europe in the hope for political 
freedom and for a job, with the common Bohemian background not infrequently 
forging links between both groups even in the new surroundings. Most of the emi-
grants came from the poorer strata in the industrialized regions of Bohemia and 
Moravia. Some of them, however, set up important trade companies or held political 
office - thus several Ambassadors representing American countries in Prague were 
of Bohemian origin. 

T H E S U P P R E S S I O N O F T H E S L O V Á K N A T I O N A L 
R E B E L L I O N I N T H E C O N T E X T O F G E R M A N M I L I T A R Y 

O P E R A T I O N S , A U T U M N 1944 

Klaus Schönherr 

The political and military Situation in the summer of 1944 was the decisive factor 
which triggered Slovák rebellion against the "protecting power". In this context, the 
present contribution depicts German military reaction and, moreover, cross-refers it 
to the practically simultaneous Soviet Operation against the German defensive front 
east of the Beskids. It attempts to show that the Red Army intended to bring about, 
with the help of the Slovák rebellion, the collapse of the defensive positions of the 
Heeresgruppe Nordukraine (Army Group Northern Ukraine) and thus to isolate 
German forces fighting in the Southeast, encircle them in the Balkans and destruct 
them. Defeating rebel as well as Soviet intentions caused the Germans a lot of trou-
ble, with the Wehrmacht profiting from operative mistakes commited by both ad-
versaries as well as from the topography of the operational area on the Beskids 
front. 


