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E C O N O M I C E F F I C I E N C Y A N D " N A T I O N A L C O N D I T I O N S " : 
T H E S I E M E N S S U B S I D I A R Y E L E K T R O T E C H N A I N T H E 

F I R S T C Z E C H O S L O V A K R E P U B L I C 

Christoph Boy er 

As the First Czechoslovak Republic feared economic dominance by the German 
Reich as a stepping stone to its political hegemony, the activities of Czech subsid-
iaries of Reich-based firms, and especially German engineering and management 
staff holding key positions, met with suspicion. However, a nationalist view on eco-
nomic questions, often coinciding with efforts to get rid of the competition, was not 
the only driving force behind the economic policies of the Prague government. 
Elektrotechna, a subsidiary of the Siemens Corporation, furnishes ample proof that 
vested interests of local banks, the workforce and mostly governmental bulk pur-
chasers conspired to alleviate overly radical interference and its impact on Output 
and economic performance of the firm. Here, and more generally in German-
Czechoslovak economic relations as a whole, the consequences of conflicting na-
tional policies where often alleviated by a dose of pragmatism. 

T H E M Y S T E R Y O F T H E O L D E S T S E A L 
O F P R A G U E U N I V E R S I T Y 

František Šmahel 

The oldest preserved seal of Prague university, which has been its official emblém 
up to the present day, has recently become the object of broader scientific interest. 
On the basis of source analysis it seems certain that the university which combined 
three faculties had a large seal of its own, and that it was identical with the print of 
the preserved silver stamp. Not certain, however, is whether the "larger" seal of the 
law faculty was identical with the large seal of the three-faculty university, since we 
háve neither a print nor a description of the former. As both universities derived its 
Privileges from the deed of foundation for Prague university as a whole, it was kind 
of compulsory for them to act as a Corporation in their external relations. In this 
respect, the debated legend could be interpreted as the necessary compromise. The 
fact that doctors and masters of all three faculties, in the years 1408-1417, consid-
ered the large seal their insignia, does not leave any scope for maintaining the tradi-
tional construction based on the institutional and social interpretation of the words 
universitas scholarium in the legend of the large seal of Prague University. 


