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P R A G U E A B O U T 1600 A . D . - A N A N O M A L Y I N E U R O P E ? 
S O M E P O L E M I C A L R E M A R K S C O N C E R N I N G L E S Z E K 

B E L Z Y T 

Jiří Pešek 

The book by the Polish scholar undertakes to compare topographic and demo-
graphic aspects of the social and ethnic structures in Prague and Cracow. This pole-
mical review focuses on the Prague part and points out some grave mistakes (e. g. 
with respect to the Prague Jewish township), the failure to include modern (not only 
Czech) literatuře and the fact that to a certain degree the book is based on works 
from the interwar period that were marked by grossly nationalist views. The main 
criticism, however, centres on Belzyt's uncritical use of source editions and their data 
on the size, the social and above all the national structure of the Prague population 
in the Rudolfian time. Mistaken interpretations, sometimes bordering on manipula-
tion, are adopted by Belzyt, who does not use arguments to refute falše results of 
earlier research. He either overlooks these arguments, or he rectifies them without 
naming reasons and methods. Prague is thus isolated from the context of the histo­
ry of Central European cities. Instead of a meaningful comparison between two 
capital cities, there is only a parallel description. 

W H E R E N A T I O N - S T A T E B E C O M E S A N A B S U R D 
N O T I O N : 

H L U Č Í N S K O A C C O R D I N G T O V I L É M P L A Č E K 

Adrian v on Arburg 

The recent past of the Hultschiner Ländchen (the region around the town of 
Hlučín) offers a wealth of insight on how avowed nation-states háve handled the 
nationality problém, due to its many twists and turns and the fact that its indigenous 
population defies any attempt at ethnic categorization. The long-term (1742-1920) 
affiliation with Prussia, the failed attempts to become part of the First Czechoslovak 
Republic (1920-1938), the wartime years, once again with Germany, and finally the 
second "coming home" to Czechoslovakia created a special identity in the Hlučín 
region. Opening with Vilém Placek's monography, "Prajzáci aneb k osudům 
Hlučínska 1742-1960" (The Prussians, or Some Remarks on the Fate of the Hlučín 
Region 1742-1960), this review essay covers numerous other contributions by Czech 
researchers devoted to this historical region on the periphery. Chronologically, the 
focus is on the first half of the 20'11 Century. 


