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C O N F E S S I O N A L I S A T I O N I N E A S T E R N E U R O P E 
I N T H E 1 7 ™ C E N T U R Y : 

T H E A P P L I C A B I L I T Y O F A R E S E A R C H C O N C E P T 

Stefan Plaggenborg 

The author puts the concept of "confessionalisation", with its origins in structural 
history, to the test by applying it to the two typologically seemingly incomparable 
cases of 17th-century Bohemia and Moscow. Focusing on the problém of religion, 
confessionalisation and modernisation, he almost entirely skips the controversial 
question of enforcing social disciplině for want of preliminary historical research. 
Common to both cases is the marked aspect of State intervention including the use 
of force. In Bohemia, (catholic) confessionalisation meant in almost every area a stra
tégy to prevent modernisation, whereas in the Muscovite Realm the (orthodox) Old 
Believers after the schism strengthened latent impulses towards modernisation; in 
Moscow there was a closer relationship between religion and modernisation than in 
post-White-Mountain Bohemia. This is evident even from the large period of time 
that elapsed between the respective tolerance laws. Thus, the author offers a critical 
view on "confessionalisation" but does not, in a departure from the trend in recent 
cultural history, entirely refute it. 

D R A W I N G B O R D E R S BY C O M I N G C L O S E R T O G E T H E R : 
S O M E T H O U G H T S O N C H U R C H C O N S T R U C T I O N 

A N D P A I N T I N G I N P R A G U E D U R I N G T H E P E R I O D 
O F C O N F E S S I O N A L I S A T I O N 

Kai Wenzel 

The author develops some thoughts about changing views of the function of newly-
built churches and their interior furnishing during the period of confessionalisation. 
The example of the Lutheran Trinity Church in the "Small Side" quarter of Prague 
demonstrates that the architectural Solutions chosen for a church project could be 
closely intertwined with the confessional policy pursued by those who ordered the 
construction. A comparison with the pilgrimage church of the Virgin Mary in Stará 
Boleslav, built to a pian resembling that of the Trinity Church, shows that building 
rules of a differing confession were put into place immediately A generál observa-


