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dependence. The current study proves that these factors did not have considerable 
influence in Bohemia. O n the contrary, it seems that the Situation of women leading 
a household was characterised by the "second serfdom", accompanied by a strength-
ening of feudal and communal institutions. Great landowners ušed their growing 
power to deter women from leading households, as they viewed them as a financial 
risk. Communities and even single subjects also managed to use the power of the 
landowners for their own purposes. 

I N D U S T R I A L W O R K E R S I N C Z E C H O S L O V A K I A , 
1 9 4 5 - 1 9 6 8 . R E S U L T S O F A R E S E A R C H P R O J E C T 

Peter Heumos 

This report summarises results of a research project which is carried out at the 
Collegium Carolinum and was financially supported by the Volkswagen Endow-
ment in 1998-2001. The principál question looked at is to what extent the industrial 
labour force could be mobilised for the central aims of the statě socialist systém and 
politically shaped in its interest. The level predominantly analysed is the industrial 
plant. Among the most important topics are the development and long-term demo-
cratisation of trade-union branches at plant level, the unions' cultural policies in the 
plants, workers' resistance against politically motivated differentiation according 
to performance by means of the socialist work initiatives (Stakhanov work, shock 
work, socialist emulation etc.), the protest and strike movement, of remarkable 
intensity despite massive police and statě terror under Stalinist rule (1948-1953) pre-
cisely in this period, and finally the consolidation of a social-political, cultural, and 
organisational "structural conservatism" which, among other things, led to demands 
for the reestablishment of the unions' organisational basis of the First Republic being 
made during the Prague spring. 

T H E " C Z E C H L I B R A R Y " ( P A R T 2) 

Steffen Höhne 

This is the second instalment of an ongoing evaluation of the Publishing project, 
"Czech library", which aims at making the most important works of Czech litera­
tuře available to German readers. This tour-de-force of Czech literary and philo-
sophical writing also represents a history of Bohemian thought. In selecting authors 
from the 9* to the 20th Century, central trends and developments are outlined. 
Whereas religious questions were predominant for a long time, during the 19,h Cen­
tury the nation and the coexistence of Czech and German nationals took their place. 
Finally, in the 20th Century, after the experience of dictatorship and survival under 
these conditions, coexistence was replaced, in literary as well as philosophical terms, 
with confrontation. 


