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Lubomír Lipták 

Lipták's brief essay was one of three concluding Statements of the Conference 
"Slovak History Research". Lipták, who died in October 2003, was denied the 
opportunity to produce a written article from the suggestions he offered. At the Con
ference, he called on the public not to negate the links between politics and history, 
but to develop them in a cultivated way. A prerequisite, according to him, is a full-
fledged Slovak historiography which must overcome its traditional weak spots (the 
large extent of political influence, lack of time, scarcity of subject matters) and, no 
less important, address the underlying structure of the own history (development of 
law and institutions, political culture, mentalities) in order to gain realistic insights 
into Slovakia's past as it was, and to name those experiences Slovakia lacks com-
pared to the West. 
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Elena Mannová 

The main deficiency of contemporary Slovak historiography may bee seen in a lack 
of research into the past of the own scientific disciplině as well as that of social and 
regional history. Given that it is possible in today's Slovakia to work with the latest 
scientific theories and methods, an "indolent majority" among historians still lacks 
traditional acquaintance, experience and even willingness to embrace theoretic and 
methodological aspects. The Situation is, however, gradually improving owing above 
all to international and interdisciplinary Cooperation. That there is growing interest 
in new themes and methods can be shown browsing bibliographies for historiogra-
phical works and taking into account institutional changes (e.g. the founding of the 
Centre for Research into Collective Identities as a section of the Slovak Historical 
Society). The author aims at doing away with some of the myths of Slovak historiog
raphy: those of "blanks" having to be filled, of a refraining from a separate Slovak 
identity before 1989 or of an alleged polarization between nationalist and cosmopo-
litan currents. 


