
Summaries 619 

N A T I O N A L O R T R A N S - N A T I O N A L H I S T O R Y ? 
H I S T O R I O G R A P H Y C O N C E R N I N G S L O V A K I A 

I N A E U R O P E A N C O N T E X T 

Peter Haslinger 

Taking as a starting point the debatě about Milan Durica's controversial book, 
"Dějiny Slovenska a Slovákov" (A History of Slovakia and the Slovaks), and evaluating 
mainly biographical studies and the history of bilateral relations and of research into 
identities, this contribution examines two competing interpretations of national 
Slovak history which developed during the 90s. The conclusion is that what has 
hitherto been regarded as a great deficiency of Slovakia's historie development from 
the traditional perspective of national historiography can now, on a European 
background, be adjudged rather promising beginnings (concerning, for instance, 
research into nations changing their sovereign, into loyalties of the populace, hybrid 
identities and into personal networks). The study aims at demonstrating that in this 
context Slovakia even has the potential to become a preferred object of trans
national European historiography, a historiography which examines structures, 
severed developments and fields of contact among hitherto seemingly definite 
groups and territorial units or looks at national phenomena and their development 
from a comparative angle. 

S L O V A K I A R E S E A R C H I N N O R T H A M E R I C A 

Martina Win klér 

Research into Slovak matters in North America is characterized to a large extent by 
the generally very high degree of market orientation in science. As a small nation of 
minor political importance, Slovakia is largely ignored by the established research 
Community, as the country of origin of a considerable number of immigrants, how-
ever, it forms the subject of quite a few studies. Their quality differs greatly: there is 
a broad spectrum ranging from synopses with a distinctly nationalist orientation to 
a rather small number of innovative studies in some separate areas. A relatively 
recent approach, important in that it has inspiring qualities, is offered by ethnic stud
ies. On the whole, the balance the author draws up is far from enthusiastic, with 
doubts concerning mainly the uneritical approach of many synoptic works and the 
lack of thought devoted to a basic notion of what "Slovak history" is, ought to be 
and can be. 


