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C U R R E N T S L O V A K H I S T O R I O G R A P H Y 
O N 2 0 T H - C E N T U R Y P O L I T I C A L H I S T O R Y , 

E S P E C I A L L Y O F T O T A L I T A R I A N R E G I M E S 

Marína Zavacká 

On the basis of Slovakia's historiographic Output since 1990, the author highlights 
the main trends of research into Slovakia's "political history" of the 20* Century 
Referring to bibliographic statistics, Zavacká introduces the topics having dominat-
ed scientific activity throughout the past decade. Changes in the ranking of selected 
historical topics in society are traced, and the author states her opinion as regards 
success or otherwise when it comes to taking up these topics and making them popu-
lär. The turbulences in Slovakia's internal development and their effects on historiog-
raphy are also mentioned. The study is supplemented by comprehensive biblio-
graphic notes. 

S L O V A K H I S T O R Y R E S E A R C H I N T H E C Z E C H R E P U B L I C 

Jan Rychlík 

Though interest in Slovak matters did exist in the Bohemian lands as early as the 19* 
Century, at that time there was no systematic research into Slovak history. In the 
Czechoslovak period, Slovak history was the domain of Slovak historians and 
Slovak historical institutions, while Czech scholars specialised in Czech history until 
1918 and Czechoslovak history in the 1918-1992 timeframe. From a Czech view-
point, Slovak history after 1918 often was but a regional deviation from Czechoslovak 
history. Slovak history before 1919 was dealt with in the framework of the political 
history of Hungary. Even before 1992, Slovak history was taught at the Czecho-
slovak history chair of Charles University, Prague, with a considerable number of 
Czech Slovak experts studying there. Only the end of Czechoslovakia, however, did 
lead to Slovak history being looked upon as an independent entity in the Bohemian 
lands as well. At Prague's Charles University, the Department of Slovak Studies was 
created within the institute of Slavic and East European Studies. In addition, the 
Institute of Contemporary History of the Czechoslovak (today Czech) Academy of 
Sciences also received its Department of Slovak Studies. 


