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S O C I A L H I S T O R Y I N S L O V A K I A - A N O U T L I N E A N D 
N E W I M P U L S E S 

Gabriela Dudeková 

The author first sketches the Situation and the specifics of Slovak historiography 
before 1989, which she regards as a stränge mixture of features of Marxist ideology 
and an ethnocentric outlook. O n the other hand, she points out that in socialist 
Slovakia, not all areas of historical research were equally politicised and that espe-
cially in the niches offered by historiography some studies as solid as they were inno­
vative were undertaken. In the past 15 years, social history in Slovakia has not suc-
ceeded in becoming established as a separate disciplině. But more and more often 
aspects of social history find their way into traditional studies, and a few historians 
make good use of the methodological potential of social history in their own re­
search, mainly in minority research, research into everyday life and regional history. 
The author highlights the impulses going from ethnology to historical science, and 
calls for international and interdisciplinary Cooperation to be intensified. 

S O M E R E M A R K S O N R E S E A R C H I N T O C O L L E C T I V E 
I D E N T I T I E S I N S L O V A K I A , 19™ A N D 20™ C E N T U R I E S 

Peter Macho 

The author aims at sketching a perspective for Slovak social history dealing with the 
19* and 20* centuries. He surveys three problém complexes, nobility research, 
19*-century Slovak intelligentsia and national myths or Symbols or, to put it differ-
ently, the historical memory. The author makes piain which misleading notions, due 
to a traditional concentration in Slovak historiography on the nation-building pro-
cess, are current about "Slovak society", having existed until 1918 only as "islands of 
positive deviation" within Hungarian society. With a view to gaining a differentiated 
conception of this developing national society, Macho proposes regional studies, 
long-term studies into the development of separate social groups and research into 
changing loyalties. Even a closer look at the usage of "Hungarian" as opposed to 
"Magyar" might illustrate problems of identity and identification and the influence 
of more or less imagined, notional societal groupings. 


