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T H E G A P B E T W E E N A L O N G T E R M P E R S P E C T I V E A N D 
M I C R O H I S T O R Y I L L U S T R A T E D O N T H E E X A M P L E O F 

K O M Á R O M / K O M A R N O / K O M O R N I N T H E I N T E R W A R 
Y E A R S 

Eva Kovács 

Methodological aspects of local history and the question of the enlightening proper-
ties of micro history when applied to history in generál form the central part of this 
study. Taking as an example the town Komárom/Komarno, which in 1918 was divid-
ed by a border between sovereign nations, formation and reproduction of ethnic 
boundaries and their eventual disappearing from the scene are traced. The author 
illustrates the difficulties for those who try to link up Slovak and Hungarian histor-
ical narratives, but she also shows that the local angle of the people in Komárom/ 
Komárno again and again blotted out "big history". Thus a seamless integration of 
the Slovak town of Komárno in the Hungarian State after the 1938 First Viennese 
arbitration proved impossible. The author concludes that multiplying the contacts 
between "big history" and micro history might bring about greater awareness of the 
interdependence between larger and smaller social and ideological stractures. 

S L O V A K H I S T O R I O G R A P H Y A N D R E G I O N A L H I S T O R Y 
( 1 9 ™ A N D 2 0 ™ C E N T U R I E S ) 

Peter Svorc 

Historical science in Slovakia perceives Slovakia's history on three distinct levels: 
as the past of a relatively independent entity, mainly in connection with an ethnic 
Slovak population and its national history, as the past of a region which formed part 
of wider territorial entities, and as the past of the different parts or regions of 
Slovakia. During the 1990s, Slovak historiography also started to look at Slovakia 
within a larger European context. AU these approaches show traits of regional histo-
ry, albeit with differing content. 20*-century Slovak historiography bears the im-
print of Slovak society Coming to terms with the changes in its Situation during that 
Century. The process of Slovak emancipation and nation building was completed at 
the end of the 20* Century. This fact is directly reflected in Slovak historiography and 
its approach to regional history in all three variants mentioned above. Although 
understanding national history as a whole is inseparably related to a certain know-
ledge and thus recognition of regional history, Slovak historiography is rather slow 
to allocate room for regional matters. 


