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N A T I O N A L I D E N T I T Y A N D " R E C O L L E C T I O N 
P O L I T I C S " I N S L O V A K H I S T O R I O G R A P H Y : 

C R I T I C A L O B S E R V A T I O N S F R O M T H E V I E W P O I N T 
O F A R E L A T E D S C I E N C E 

Juraj Podob a 

The first point made by the author is the Observation that after 1989 the world has 
become much more "ethnic" and that this development manifests itself in a growing 
exploitation of everything "national" on one hand, and in social science and the 
humanities becoming more and more interested in questions of national identity on 
the other. In the newcomer national states in East Central and Southeast Europe the 
Situation is characterized by the fact that national ideology and symbols are just 
emerging and sciences which have so far been refused freedom and independence 
must come to terms with their past, with their own relations to those in power. This 
is especially trae for historiography which has always been a "national" science. This 
tradition creates great difficulties when it comes to catching up with international 
developments and acquiring new theoretical and methodological paradigms. Taking 
a closer look at the areas "national identity" and "politics of recollection", the author 
then analyses the distinct trends in Slovak historiography since the f990s and ex
amines their position with respect to both the theoretical and methodological con-
cepts offered by social sciences and Slovak national myths and stereotypes. 

C I V I L S E R V A N T S F R O M T H E B O H E M I A N L A N D S 
I N S L O V A K I A , 1 8 5 3 - 1 8 6 0 

Helmut Slapnicka 

The attempt, undertaken by the Austrian government after having thwarted the 
1848/49 revolution, to completely integrate Hungary in the Austrian statě Com
pound and to put it on an equal footing with the other principál territories of the 
empire presupposed that the Austrian legal order be extended to the empire's eastern 
half, which would above all advance the equality of all Citizens and bring about limit-
less rule of law. Applying these laws was entrusted to trained civil servants who were 
familiär with the law and who knew the local language. Transferred to the two 
districts in which the majority of ethnic Slovaks Uved, Pressburg/Bratislava and 
Kaschau/Košice, was a large number of civil servants and judges of all ranks from the 
Bohemian lands. When, however, the reforms were reversed and the previous status 
reestablished in 1859/60, several thousands of civil servants had to be redeployed. 
That those serving in Upper Hungary not infrequently were especially gifted be-
comes evident when looking at their often steep careers after their involuntary leaving 
Hungary, with a few examples being quoted in some detail. 


