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C Z E C H - S L O V A K R E L A T I O N S 
F R O M T H E A N G L E O F S O C I A L H I S T O R Y 

Pavla Vošahlíková 

This contribution is devoted to relations between Czechs and Slovaks which devel-
oped when, in the late 19* and early 20* Century, Slovak merchants, craftsmen, stu-
dents and other people came to the Bohemian lands in considerable numbers. Out of 
the contacts thus established grew perceptions, impressions, and prejudices relating 
to one another, which in turn shaped Czech-Slovak relations until the interwar peri-
od. Growing opportunities for labour migration and becoming acquainted with each 
other were prerequisites for a better mutual understanding, which at that time was 
no longer conveyed solely through both nations' political elites. On both the Czech 
and the Slovak sides, political leadership tended to confine available information 
about the other side to the area of cultural politics, and did not help create a realistic 
picture of the respective Czech and Slovak societies. From that fact stemmed many 
Problems of Czech-Slovak coexistence which became apparent after 1918. 

T H E M U N I C H D E B A T E S : A S U M M A R Y , A N D 
P E R S P E C T I V E S F O R F U T U R E R E S E A R C H 

Martina Winkler 

Summarizing the Conference, the author outlines perspectives and deficiencies of 
historiography concerning Slovak matters. Many of these deficiencies - such as, for 
instance, the history of the Romany population in Slovakia which is still untold - are 
connected with the fundamental difficulties of finding a definition or concept of 
Slovak history. According to the author, the very factors that frequently make clas-
sical political historiography so difficult - the ambiguity of the borders and the eth-
nic, religious and national multiplicity of Slovakia - ought to be made the starting 
point of innovative approaches, mainly, but not exclusively, in societal history. 


