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The article offers a critical assessment of the functioning of democracy in the First 
Czechoslovak Republic. It is argued that the political systém - the pluralistic and 
liberal qualities of which are recognized - was stabilized at the expense of some basic 
democratic principles. The President and the main Czech political parties shared a 
disregard for the formal aspects of democracy, and they repeatedly violated the let-
ter of the Constitution for the sake of political efficiency. The Parliament was never 
allowed to function as a democratic instrument for conflict resolution, nor could the 
Constitutional Court serve as a guardian of democratic constitutionalism. These Steps 
probably prevented the coUapse of the democratic order in the chaotic early years of 
the Republic, but the continued tradition of informal decision-making in closed 
Czech elite forums (such as the Hrad and the Pětka) led to political Stagnation and 
generated a widespread populär indifference towards the higher institutional arran-
gements of the State. The Czech population was willing to defend their State in 1938, 
but hardly anyone wanted to preserve its political systém, which collapsed without 
resistance in the Second Republic. 
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The conflict between the nationalities in the First Czechoslovak Republic extended 
to the Chambers of trade and commerce. A long-term reduction in the numbers of 
Germans in their leading bodies, however, was not due to any systematic Czech 
policy of seeking to gain influence at their expense. Electing these leading bodies was 
a complicated process of consultations and quid-pro-quos with many pressure 
groups, factions and comparable groups of like-minded people participating; 
national affiliation being only one of a number of factors that had to be taken into 
account. Main argument in the present article is that Czech economy was fostered 
within the Chambers not because it was Czech, but because it was largely middle-
class, and the Chambers vigorously and decisively advocated middle-class interests. 
In contrast, German economy was at a disadvantage not because it was German, but 
because it was largely industrial. 


